
 

Jan

 
VIC
on 
The
the
He
cla
Wil
Vic
Wig
gro
 
 “W
had
doi
hav
for 
Pla
 
In a
offi
201
inte
fina
tha
gre
 
The
had
wo
Co
 
In r
Su
offi
qua
com
 
“Th
“I a

Bowen

nuary 13, 20

CTORIA  T
Salt Spring

e claims we
e Salt Spring
ndren of the
ims were br
lliam Patrick

ctoria Linda 
ggan and E

ounds.  

While we kne
d acted prop
ing, including
ve had our n
local comm

an.” 

a petition file
icials disqua
11 term.  It c
erest before 
ancial intere
at had been a
eenhouse ga

e petition to 
d not declare
rkshops and
mmunity Pla

reasons for j
preme Cour
ice.  While T
alified to run
mmunity gro

he months s
am very relie

n, Denman, Horn

012  

EHR

The Suprem
g Island of 
re made ag
g Island Loc
e Capital Reg
rought by No
k Curtin, Wa

Mihalyi, Gil
Elizabeth Sus

ew none of u
perly, this pe
g some kind

names cleare
unity groups

ed on Octobe
alified from h
claimed that 
voting, had 
st in contrac
allocated to 

as emissions

the court ar
ed conflicts o
d coordinate
an, such as t

judgment re
rt declared th
Torgrimson a
n in the future
oups must be

ince the peti
eved that this

by,  Gabriola, Ga

 

N
200

Te

To

info

  

ING AND TO

me Court of 
significant 

ainst then-tr
cal Trust Co
gional Distri
orbert Fred 
yne Moise J
lbert William
san Wood, 

s had receiv
etition raised
d of financial 
ed so definit
s to coordina

er 7, the gro
olding office
one or more
received gif

cts.  The pet
Salt Spring 

s.   

rose because
of interest b
d community
the protectio

leased on Ja
hat “there is 
and Ehring d
e, should the
e repaid.  

ition was file
s is over, an

aliano, Gambier,

New
0 - 1627 Fort Str

lephone  (250) 4

ll Free via Enqui

ormation@island

ORGRIMSO

British Colu
claims ma

rustees Chri
ommittee. S
ct were dism
Schlenker, T

Joseph Fras
m Mouat, Ri
all electors 

ved a financ
 the specter
misdeed,” s

tively by the 
ate some of 

oup of island
e and to dec
e of the three
fts, had impr
itioners also
Island comm

e the three e
efore voting 
y efforts reg

on of drinking

anuary 13, t
no basis for

did not run in
ey choose to

ed have been
d that our na

 

, Lasqueti, Mayn

ws Re
reet Victoria, BC 

405-5151 FAX:  (

ry BC in Vancou

dstrust.bc.ca     w

 
 

 
 

ON CLEARE

mbia has cle
de against 
stine Torgrim
imilar claims

missed in a j
Ted Bartrim

ser, Harold D
ichard Gera
on Salt Spr

ial benefit of
r in our comm
said former t
court.  And 
the planning

ers sought t
lare their po
e had failed 
roperly spen
o sought to h
munity group

elected offici
to provide f
arding topic
g water and 

he Honoura
r disqualifica
n the Novem
o do so. Non

n a difficult t
ames have b

e, N. Pender, Sa

elea
 V8R 1H8 

(250) 405-5155 

uver 604.660.242

www.islandstrust

ED BY SUPR

eared two fo
them in O

mson and G
s against fo
udgment rel

m, Allan Lesli
Derek Hill, M
ald Ringrose
ring Island. 

f any kind fro
munity that w
trustee Geor
I’m very ple

g work ident

to have the c
ositions vaca

to declare f
nt governmen
have the elec
ps working to

ials were me
funds to thos
cs identified i

the reductio

ble Mr. Just
ation” of Ehri

mber 19 elect
ne of the fun

time,” said fo
been cleared

alt Spring, Saturn

ase 
21.  Elsewhere in

t.bc.ca 

  

REME COUR

ormer memb
October by f
George Ehrin
ormer Electo
leased on N
ie Crane, Al

Malcolm Geo
e, Mark Lys
Their petitio

om our decis
we were eng
rge Ehring.  
ased that th
ified in our O

court declare
ant for the re
financial and
nt funds or h
cted officials
o protect dri

embers of co
se groups.  T
in the Salt S
on of greenh

tice Brian D.
ing and Torg
tion on Salt S

nds paid by t

ormer trustee
d.  I sincerel

na, S. Pender, T

n BC 1.800.663.7

2012-01

RT 

bers of the I
fifteen islan
ng, formerly 
oral Area Di

November 18
lison Mary C
orge Legg, D
ster Toole, A
on was dism

sions and be
gaged in ser
“It is a huge
e court feels

Official Comm

e the three e
mainder of t

d other confli
had failed to 
s personally 
nking water 

ommunity gr
The groups 

Spring Island
house gases

 MacKenzie
grimson from
Spring Islan
the Islands T

e Christine T
ly hope our c

hetis 

7867 

-IT 

Islands Trus
nd residents

members o
irector Garth
8, 2011.  The
Cunningham
Dietrich Luth
Alan Rosson
missed on a

elieved we 
rious wrong-
e relief to 
s it is valid 
munity 

elected 
the 2008-
icts of 
declare a 
repay funds
and reduce

roups, but 
held 

d Official 
s.  

e of the BC 
m elected 
d, they are 

Trust to 

Torgrimson. 
community 

st 
s.   
of 
h 
e 

m, 
h, 
n 
ll 

s 

 



 

can move on from this episode and deal with issues of drinking water, climate change and affordable housing 
in a constructive manner in the future.” 
 
In his written reasons for judgment, Mr. Justice MacKenzie found that “there is no evidence that either Ms. 
Torgrimson or Mr. Ehring had a direct personal pecuniary interest, whether actual or potential in the funds 
granted…nor is there any evidence that the respondents received any “gifts” as alleged in the petition.” In 
regards to the claim of non-pecuniary conflict of interest, he further stated that, “local government officials are 
elected because of their engagements with certain local issues and matters, engagements which frequently 
entail association with community groups. In local communities, their views on these issues are often widely 
known.  It is frequently the reason they were elected to public office in the first place”.  Mr. Justice MacKenzie 
concluded “a non-pecuniary interest must go beyond that which elected officials may have in common with 
other members of the community; it must be a substantial interest peculiar to their personal interest that will 
serve his or her own needs….there is insufficient evidence to establish a personal interest ‘peculiar to the 
councillor’ that is distinct from community interests.” 
 
Yet to be decided is the matter of court costs.  If they cannot agree, counsel for all parties will make their 
arguments at a later date before Mr. Justice MacKenzie to determine how costs should be allocated.   
 
The Islands Trust is a federation of local government bodies that plan land use and regulate development in 
the trust area. The Islands Trust Area covers the islands and waters between the British Columbia mainland 
and southern Vancouver Island. It includes 13 major islands and more than 450 smaller islands covering 
5200 square kilometres. 
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Note: Reasons for judgment - http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca/news/pdf/newsjan132012attachment.pdf 
 
CONTACT 

Linda Adams 
Chief Administrative Officer 
(250)  405-5160 or (250) 882-0555 (cell) 

 

 


