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can move on from this episode and deal with issues of drinking water, climate change and affordable housing 
in a constructive manner in the future.” 
 
In his written reasons for judgment, Mr. Justice MacKenzie found that “there is no evidence that either Ms. 
Torgrimson or Mr. Ehring had a direct personal pecuniary interest, whether actual or potential in the funds 
granted…nor is there any evidence that the respondents received any “gifts” as alleged in the petition.” In 
regards to the claim of non-pecuniary conflict of interest, he further stated that, “local government officials are 
elected because of their engagements with certain local issues and matters, engagements which frequently 
entail association with community groups. In local communities, their views on these issues are often widely 
known.  It is frequently the reason they were elected to public office in the first place”.  Mr. Justice MacKenzie 
concluded “a non-pecuniary interest must go beyond that which elected officials may have in common with 
other members of the community; it must be a substantial interest peculiar to their personal interest that will 
serve his or her own needs….there is insufficient evidence to establish a personal interest ‘peculiar to the 
councillor’ that is distinct from community interests.” 
 
Yet to be decided is the matter of court costs.  If they cannot agree, counsel for all parties will make their 
arguments at a later date before Mr. Justice MacKenzie to determine how costs should be allocated.   
 
The Islands Trust is a federation of local government bodies that plan land use and regulate development in 
the trust area. The Islands Trust Area covers the islands and waters between the British Columbia mainland 
and southern Vancouver Island. It includes 13 major islands and more than 450 smaller islands covering 
5200 square kilometres. 
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Note: Reasons for judgment - http://www.islandstrust.bc.ca/news/pdf/newsjan132012attachment.pdf 
 
CONTACT 

Linda Adams 
Chief Administrative Officer 
(250)  405-5160 or (250) 882-0555 (cell) 

 

 


