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May 17, 2017           2017-06-IT 
 

ISLANDERS NOMINATE COMMUNITY STEWARDS IN THE TRUST AREA FOR RECOGNITION 
 

VICTORIA  Islanders have nominated 10 individuals and eight organizations under the 15
th
 Islands Trust Community 

Stewardship Awards Program that recognizes people for work that supports the Islands Trust mandate to preserve and 
protect the Trust Area and its unique environment and amenities.  
 
The activities nominated include providing community support for seniors and families, volunteering for community 
projects, developing a natural burial cemetery, promoting arts and culture, raising awareness of land, marine and 
cultural heritage, promoting local food sustainability, wildlife rescue and conservation projects.  
 
“The islands are a special place, and this year’s stewardship awards nominees represent the dedication, commitment 
and care needed to preserve the unique communities, culture and environment of our islands,” said Peter Luckham, 
Chair of the Islands Trust Council. “The Islands Trust Council is grateful to the people and groups working every day to 
build the capacity of our communities to look after each other and our environment, today and into the future.” 
 
The nominees are from Bowen Island and seven local trust areas: Denman, Gabriola, Hornby, Lasqueti, Mayne, Salt 
Spring and Saturna. 
 

Organizations Nominations 

 

 Denman Island Memorial Society for creating the Denman Island Natural Burial Cemetery.  
 

 Gabriola Arts Council for 20 years of supporting and enhancing the artistic, cultural and social environment (two 
nominations).  
 

 Hornby and Denman Community Health Care Society for 38 years of providing health care services.  
 

 Lasqueti Island Emergency Dispatch Advisory Committee for fostering community engagement. 
 

 Mayne Island Assisted Living Society for community services to enhance islanders’ quality of life. 
 

 Mudge Island Citizens Society for establishing and operating the Mudge Island Citizens Society. 
 

 Salt Spring Seniors Services Society for providing the Salt Spring Seniors Centre Driving Program.  

 

 Saturna Community Club for 80 years of promoting social and environmental well-being. 
 

Individual Nominations 

 

 Bob Turner of Bowen Island for raising awareness and promoting conservation of Howe Sound.  

 Bob Weeden of Salt Spring Island for 21 years of leadership in conservation and environmental stewardship.  

 Brenda Guiled of Salt Spring Island for advocating for community sustainability and active transportation. 

 Everhard van Lidth de Juede of Bowen Island for 30 years of fostering ecological sustainability. 

 Jacinthe Eastick of Gabriola Island for community involvement. 

 John Peirce of Gabriola Island for securing a cross-border conservation covenant and trail licenses. 
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 Karen Ethridge of Hornby and Denman Island for 15 years providing leadership in community health care.  

 Laura Matthias of Salt Spring Island for protecting, restoring and stewarding the natural environment. 

 Liz Ciocea of Gabriola Island for 30 years of advocating for wildlife and the environment. 

 Michelle Catherine Nelson of Bowen Island for food sustainability initiatives and community involvement.  

 

The Islands Trust Council will select the recipients of the award during its quarterly meeting on Lasqueti Island June 20-
22, 2017. Visit www.islandstrust.bc.ca/csa to learn about this year’s nominees and past recipients. 
 
The Islands Trust is a federation of special-purpose local government bodies representing 25,000 people living within 
the Islands Trust Area and another 10,000 non-resident property-owners. The Islands Trust is responsible for preserving 
and protecting the unique environment and amenities of the Islands Trust Area through planning and regulating land 
use, development management, education, cooperation with other agencies, and land conservation. The area covers 
the islands and waters between the British Columbia mainland and southern Vancouver Island. It includes 13 major 
islands and more than 450 smaller islands covering 5200 square kilometres. 
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Clare Frater, Director, Trust Area Services 
250.405.5174 

Peter Luckham, Chair, Islands Trust Council 
250.210.2553 
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Sustaining the Islands – Community Stewardship Awards Program 
 

 
 

2017 Nominee Profile 
 

Denman Island Memorial Society 

 
Category:  Organization  
 
Project:       Denman Island Natural Burial Cemetery 
 
Nominator(s):      Roxanna Mandryk 
 
Description:  
 
The Denman Island Memorial Society (DIMS) was formed in 2009 to provide a ‘green’ 
cemetery for the residents of Denman Island and their immediate families. After six 
years of planning and design work, community consultation, researching regulatory 
requirements, fundraising, land development and construction, the Denman Island 
Natural Burial Cemetery opened in October 2015. The cemetery follows the principles of 
green or natural burial, which is an approach that returns human remains to the earth in 
their natural state with little or no impact on the environment. The cemetery has room for 
1,000 graves, and is intended to meet the Denman Island community’s needs for the 
next 100 years.  
 
A conservation covenant on the cemetery site, held by the Denman Conservancy 
Association, protects the land from toxic chemicals, metals, fertilizers and herbicides 
used in conventional cemeteries. The land is left undisturbed after being used for burials 
to allow the native vegetation to return and the area to eventually become a Douglas-fir 
forest.  
 
The DIMS employs a part-time cemetery manager and provides opportunities for 
islanders to make biodegradable coffins, shrouds and shrouding boards. The cemetery 
allows islanders to keep the remains of a recently deceased family member in their own 
community and to provide a more gentle approach to after-death care. 
 
The cemetery addresses climate change by promoting growth of native ecosystems, 
discouraging cremation, and avoiding greenhouse gas emissions associated with the 
transport of remains to funeral homes on Vancouver Island.  
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2017 Nominee Profile 
 

Gabriola Arts Council 
 
 
Category:  Organization 
 
Project:       20 years of supporting and enhancing the artistic, cultural and 

social environment 
 
Nominator(s):      1.   Susan Yates 

2. New Society Publishers 
 
 
Description:  
 
The Gabriola Arts Council (GAC) has supported, promoted, expanded and enhanced the 
arts and culture on Gabriola Island for 20 years. The GAC brings beauty, joy, pride and 
cohesiveness to the Gabriola community, while contributing to economic and social well-
being in ways that are environmentally sound. With almost 700 members, GAC works 
hard to support and engage artists and art lovers in the community.  
 
The GAC collaborates with many local groups and agencies to bring events and projects 
that are educational, inspirational, healing, ecological, innovative, inclusive, and 
visionary. The GAC hosts three annual art events - Isle of the Arts Festival, Gabriola 
Theatre Festival, and the Thanksgiving Tour. The GAC also manages a year-round 
Healing Power of Art program. The GAC also runs arts-related programs in the 
elementary school and collaborates with local non-profits and community groups.  
 
Since 2016, the GAC has been renovating and upgrading the 90-year-old Gabriola Arts 
& Heritage Centre, one of the original schoolhouses on Gabriola Island, for use by the 
community for a variety of purposes including meetings, workshops, classes, 
performances, rehearsals, and presentations.  
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2017 Nominee Profile 
 

Hornby and Denman Community Health Care Society 
 
Category:  Organization  
 
Project:       38 years of providing health care services  
 
Nominator(s):      Pat Young and Cedar Wallace 
 
Description:  
 
The Hornby and Denman Community Health Care Society (HDCHCS) provides a range 
of health care and social services to children, youth, families and seniors on Hornby and 
Denman Islands, and in the Comox Valley. Beginning as a group of dedicated and 
concerned volunteers, HDCHCS has been registered as a charity and non-profit society 
since 1979. With 50 staff, it is now one of the key employers on the islands.  
 
The HDCHCS’s vision is “Healthy Islanders”. The organization contributes to the health, 
social and economic well-being of Denman and Hornby islanders through a range of 
locally-based support and health services and through collaboration with local and 
provincial groups.   
 
Some of the Society’s services and programs include: home support; home assist; child, 
youth and family counselling and support programs; youth outreach; free equipment 
loans; a hamper program on Hornby, and community education. Other recent projects 
include ‘Making Connections’ to help improve social connections for island seniors; an 
Age-Friendly survey and report, ‘Minding the Gulf’, to communicate information about 
mental health and substance use concerns; and parent support groups including shared 
meals and child care. In 2013, the Society was selected to be the lead agency in the 
Comox Valley for the provincial Better at Home program, providing services to assist 
seniors. In addition, the HDCHCS owns and cares for the community built Hornby Clinic. 
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2017 Nominee Profile 
 

Lasqueti Island Emergency Dispatch Advisory Committee 
 
 
Category:  Organization  
 
Project:       Fostering community engagement  
 
Nominator(s):      Brigitte Dorner 
 
Description:  
 
In 2016, the Lasqueti Island Emergency Dispatch Advisory Committee (EDAC) was 
established to research and advise the Powell River Regional District on the best options 
for emergency dispatch on Lasqueti and surrounding islands.  
 
The EDAC consisted of volunteers who met at least twice a month to address the 
committee’s terms of reference. The EDAC used an interest-based approach to engage 
the community and collaborate with various stakeholders. The EDAC produced a final 
report with recommendations for emergency dispatch services. This report details a 
recommended dispatch system, including the required financial, technical and human 
resources. The recommended approach considered the community’s desire to preserve 
the island’s character by avoiding the need for new communication towers. 
 
The EDAC approach fostered public participation on Lasqueti Island in ways that will 
encourage future public engagement in issues affecting the community, including land-
use issues. 
 



Sustaining the Islands – Community Stewardship Awards Program 
 

 
 

2017 Nominee Profile 
 

Mayne Island Assisted Living Society 
 
 
Category:  Organization 
 
Project:       Community services to enhance islanders’ quality of life 
 
Nominator(s):      Mayne Island Lions Club 
 
Description:  
 
Since 2003, the Mayne Island Assisted Living Society (MIALS) has helped Mayne 
Islanders of all ages to have choices related to their living arrangements and quality of 
life.  
 
Mayne Island Assisted Living Society, which has one part-time paid co-ordinator, relies 
on volunteers to provide support to islanders who ask for help. Volunteers drive people 
to appointments on and off the island and to places such as the grocery store and 
library. MIALS volunteers also assist those who may be becoming increasingly isolated 
in their homes by making friendly visits, and helping with small projects in and around 
the home. The MIALS co-ordinator organizes the island’s Meals On Wheels program 
where volunteers distribute the meals to those in need. 
 
Mayne Island Assisted Living Society helps seniors maintain their lifestyle in their own 
homes for as long as possible. This service ensures islanders remain in familiar 
surroundings and within their social network, benefiting the individual, their family, and 
the community. The current Board of Directors is now actively pursuing a new pilot 
project in the community to further reduce isolation among our seniors.  
 
Over the years, MIALS has collaborated with businesses and other island societies 
when organizing the fundraising events that allow MIALS to continue to offer its services 
for free.  
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2017 Nominee Profile 
 

Mudge Island Citizens Society 
 
 
Category:  Organization 
 
Project:       Establishing and operating the Mudge Island Citizens Society 
 
Nominator(s):      Peter Alexander 
 
Description:  
 
The Mudge Island Citizens Society (MICS) helps make Mudge Island self-sufficient and 
resilient by providing support for fire prevention, firefighting equipment, and emergency 
and medical services on Mudge Island. 
 
MICS volunteers have developed and maintained land that is used to store and service 
emergency and firefighting equipment and accessories, and emergency medical 
equipment and supplies. They have also acquired cisterns for bulk storage of rainwater 
for island firefighting use. 
 
MICS has purchased and maintains three Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs) for 
the use of island residents. The AEDs are housed at accessible roadside locations 
around the island. To encourage community support and participation, they host regular 
educational events on topics of wildfire response, emergency medical response, the use 
of AED’s, first aid, and equipment maintenance.   
  
The MICS’s work benefits both the ecology and community of Mudge Island. MICS’s 
work in fire prevention and response, and promotion of rain water storage contributes to 
protection of local ecosystems. The volunteer work of Mudge Island Citizen’s Society 
fosters community engagement, participation, and responsibility. Their work benefits the 
preservation of the natural rural environment and the cohesiveness of the Mudge Island 
community. 
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