News Release

200 - 1627 Fort Street Victoria B.C. | V8R 1H8

Telephone 250.405.5151 | FAX: 250.405.5155
Islands Trust Toll Free via Service BC in Vancouver 604.660.2421 | in B.C. 1.800.663.7867
information@islandstrust.bc.ca | www.islandstrust.bc.ca

October 16, 2024 — for immediate release 2024-13-IT
Islands Trust Requests Provincial Review of Islands Trust Act

Lak “anan, METULIYE/Victoria, B.C. — At its quarterly meeting in September 2024, Islands Trust Council voted to request
that the Province of British Columbia undertake a review of the Islands Trust's mandate, governance model, and
structure. The Islands Trust Council made the same request in 2022.

It is Islands Trust Council’s recommendation that the Province conduct a comprehensive review of the Islands Trust Act,
similar in scope to the work of the parliamentary committee that led to the creation of Islands Trust 50 years ago. Islands
Trust Council believes it is essential that the many Indigenous peoples with interests in the lands and waters of the Trust
Area be involved through their governing bodies, not only as participants in the review, but also as partners in the
development of its terms of reference.

Islands Trust Council is seeking alignment with the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act and believes it is of
paramount importance that Islands Trust decision-making processes appropriately acknowledge the rights and interests
of the Coast Salish Peoples for whom the Trust Area has been home since time immemorial.

“Islands Trust Council believes that the Province of British Columbia needs to confirm its vision for the Trust Area in
consultation with Islands Trust, Indigenous Governing Bodies, the communities of the Trust Area and other interested
parties,” said Peter Luckham, Chair of Islands Trust Council. “Following that confirmation, the Province should amend the
Islands Trust Act to give Islands Trust the structure and authorities necessary to fulfill that vision.”

Islands Trust Council is also requesting that the Province of British Columbia provide a clearer definition of the Islands
Trust’s mandate as set out in the Islands Trust Act, to assist its assessments of the relative importance of environmental
protection versus the facilitation of thriving human communities within the Trust Area.

In addition, the Islands Trust Council is requesting that the Province reassess whether having equal representation from
each area on the Islands Trust Council remains an appropriate structure, given modern-day challenges in the Islands Trust
Area.

The Islands Trust Council is also asking the Province to re-consider the Trust’s funding model to acknowledge that the
Islands Trust exists to preserve and protect the Island Trust Area for all British Columbians.

Details of the specific request made by the Islands Trust Council to the Province of BC can be found in the Chair’s letter to
the Minister of Municipal Affairs here: https://islandstrust.bc.ca/document/honourable-anne-kang-request-for-
provincial-review-of-the-islands-trust/.
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Islands Trust is a special-purpose government representing over 30,000 people living within the Islands Trust Area and
10,000 non-resident property owners. The Islands Trust Area is located within Coast Salish territory and is the homeland
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to many Coast Salish Peoples who have called this place home since time immemorial. Islands Trust is responsible for
preserving and protecting the Islands Trust Area and its unique amenities and environment through conservation-
oriented land use planning and regulation, education, and cooperation with First Nations and other agencies. The Islands
Trust Area covers the islands and waters between the British Columbia mainland and southern Vancouver Island. It
includes 13 major islands and more than 450 smaller islands covering 5,200 square kilometres.
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