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GRANTS PROVIDED BY ISLANDS TRUST COUNCIL

Purpose

To outline the policiesthat guide Islands Trust Council’s provision of grantsto non-profit organizations,
Indigenous Governing Bodies, and individualsin accordance with Islands Trust’s Object.

To provide instructionsto Trust bodies regarding requests for funding for grants as part of the budget
development process, and instructionsto grant applicants.

To advance the Object of Islands Trust to preserve and protect the Islands Trust Area and its unique
amenities and environmentforthe benefit of the residents of the Islands Trust Area and of British
Columbia generally, in cooperation with municipalities, regional districts, improvement districts, First
Nations, other persons and organizations and the government of British Columbia.

Principles

Openness: To make informed and responsible decisions on behalf of the public and Islands Trust through
fulland open debate, opportunitiesfor public involvement, and the provision of quality information.

Fairness: To strive for a high standard of administrative fairness andto recognize the principles of natural
justice indecision-making processes.

Responsible and Responsive: To provide public services and processesina mannerresponsive to public
needs and responsible to the Trust's mandate and policies.

Fiscalresources: Toensure sound, prudent and responsible management of available organizational
resources.

Community Involvement: To continually strive to encourage community involvement in decision-making
and policy setting processes.

Inter-agency Relations: To proactively initiate and develop cooperative relations with other government
jurisdictions, community organizations, and other agencies.

A. Definitions

Community Heritage Site - real property thatis considered to be heritage property. (Source:
Local GovernmentAct)

Eligible Natural Area Property - land that meets all the followingrequirements:
a) itmust beinan areadesignatedunder section49.2 of the Islands Trust Act;
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b) itmustbe landinrelationtowhichthereis one or more natural areavalues or amenities
prescribed under section53(2)(k) of the Islands Trust Act;

c) itmust be subjecttoa covenantunder section219 of the Land Title Actthat relatestothe
protection of values or amenitiesreferredtoin paragraph (b) of this definition;

d) the IslandsTrust Conservancy Board must be a covenantee inwhose favourthe protection
covenantismade; and

e) anyother requirements prescribed under section53(2)(k) of the Islands Trust Act (Source:
Islands Trust Natural Area Tax Exemption Regulation)

Grant-discretionaryfinancial assistance provided by Islands Trust Council, for the purpose of
carrying out the object of the Islands Trust, toan organization, group, or individual for activities set
out insection8(2)(h.1) of the Islands Trust Act.

NaturalHeritage Sites - natural areasthat:
e furnishexamplesof Earth’s record of life or its geologic processes;
e provide examples of ongoing ecological and biological evolutionary processes;
e containnaturalphenomenathatarerare, unique, superlative, or of outstanding beauty; or
e furnishhabitatsforrare or endangered animalsor plants or are sites of exceptional
biodiversity.

Heritage - a place, feature or event of cultural, biological, archaeological, paleontological or
geologicalsignificance. (Source, Islands Trust Policy Statement, Consolidated 2003)

Heritage Conservation - any activityundertakento protect, preserve, or enhance the heritage
value of heritage property or heritage site

Heritage Property - real property that is designated as protected by a heritage designation bylaw

Heritage Site - whether designated or not, land, including land covered by water, that has heritage
value to British Columbia, a community oran aboriginal people (Source: BC Heritage
Conservation Act)

Protection Covenant-acovenantreferredtoinparagraph (c) of the definition of eligible natural
area property.

Policy

1. TypesofGrants
1.1 Islands Trust Council may approve financial assistance asfollows (most grants
expectedtobe in the $1,000 to $2,000 range):

1.1.1 Heritage Conservation Grants-grants not exceeding $5,000 to any non-
profit organization, taxpayer-supportedinstitution, or Indigenous Governing
Body that conserves heritage property in the Islands Trust Area

1.1.2 Heritage Knowledge & Awareness Grants —grants not exceeding $5,000to
any non-profit organization, taxpayer-supportedinstitution, or Indigenous
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Governing Body for activities to gain knowledge and increase public
awareness, understanding and appreciation of the history and heritage of the
Islands Trust Area

1.1.3 Unique Amenities and Environment Knowledge & Awareness Grants -
grants not exceeding $5,000 to any non-profit organization, taxpayer-
supported institution, orIndigenous Governing Body for activitiestogain
knowledge and increase public awareness, understanding and appreciation of
the unique amenities and environment of the Islands Trust Area

1.1.4 Community-BenefitLand Use Application Grants —grants, not exceeding
the amount of the applicable applicationfee, may be provided to any non-
profit organization, taxpayer-supportedinstitution, or Indigenous Governing
Body forland use applicationsthat seek to preserve and protect the unique
amenities orthe environment of the trust area, and that provide clear,
demonstrable befittothe broader community.

Eligible initiatives must do at least one of the following:

1.1.4.1 establish, expand, or modify a community-serving use or structure that
contributesto a unique amenity of the Trust Area and advances OCP
goals and objectivesinamannerthat providesa measurable
community benefitandreinforcesthe "preserve and protect" mandate;

1.1.4.2 establish, expand or modify a taxpayer-funded community use or
structure that contributesto a unique amenity of the Trust Areaand
provides a demonstrable benefittothe broader community benefit;

1.1.4.3 advances OCP goals and objectivesina mannerthat provides aclear,
demonstrable benefit tothe broader community andreinforcesthe
"preserve and protect" mandate;

1.1.4.4 protect an important community heritage site, natural heritage site or
heritage property site that contributes tothe unique amenities of the
Trust Area; or

1.1.4.5 protect areasthat mitigate climate change impacts and contribute to
long-term environmentalresilience withinthe Trust Area.

1.1.5 NaturalArea Protection TaxExemption Program (NAPTEP) Application
Grants —grants not exceeding the applicable NAPTEP applicationfeeif an
application fee has been paid for a voluntary proposal thatis seekingto
preserve and protect the unique amenities and environment of the Islands
Trust Area by placinga protection covenanton an eligible natural area
property.

2. Budgeting for Grants
2.1 As part of the annual budget development process, Executive Committee may request
a budget for Heritage Conservation Grants, Heritage Knowledge and Awareness
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2.2

2.3

Grants, Unique Amenities and Environment Knowledge and Awareness Grants,
Community-Benefit Land Use Application Grants,and NAPTEP Application Grants.

In exceptional circumstances, Islands Trust Council can provide grants for more than
the maximum dollaramountscitedforeachgrant type citedin1.1.1-1.1.3.

Islands Trust Council may choose to coverall or a portion of the applicable fee for
Community-Benefit Land Use Application Grantrequests.

3. GrantApprovalProcess

3.1

3.2

3.3.

Applicationsforfundingfor grants namedin sections 1.1.1-1.1.3 will be due by
January 15 eachyear. If there are remaining funds inthe budget afterthe March Trust
Council meeting, a second round of application may be received by July 15 each year.

3.1.1 Staffwillprovide eligible applicationsto Islands Trust Councilfor
consideration of approval atits next regular meetingfollowing an application
deadline (e.g. Marchand September).

3.1.2 Applicantsfor Community-Benefit Land Use Application Grantswillrequire a
relevant localtrust committee resolution before advancingtolslands Trust
Council. Deadlinesfor local trust committee resolutions are December31in
order to meettheJanuary 15 deadline to advance to Islands Trust Council.

In determiningwhetherto approve an application or requestfor grantfunding, Islands
Trust Council will considerthe merits of the activitiesinthe fundingrequest and how
they alignwith the:

e Islands Trust Object;

e Islands Trust Policy Statement;

e Conservancy Regional ConservationPlan;

e Islands Trust Council Strategic Plan; and/or

e Islands Trust Council orIslands Trust Conservancy Reconciliation Declaration,
as wellas available funding and staff availability to provide administrative support.

Community-Benefit Land Use Application Grant applications shouldinclude a
supporting resolution from the relevant local trust committee that conveystheir
assessmentthatthe application advances OfficialCommunity Plan goals and
objectivesinamannerthat provides a measurable community benefitandreinforces
the "preserve and protect" mandate.

4. Conditionsof FundingApproval

4.1

4.2

For research projects, Islands Trust staff review and approve the methodology.

For grantsnamed insections 1.1.1-1.1.3, grant recipients must:
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4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

4.7

4.2.1 acknowledge Islands Trust’s assistance on written materials, where
appropriate. The following acknowledgement may be used: “We gratefully
acknowledge the financial support of Islands Trust.”

4.2.2 submita report by March 31 of eachyear of the grant term and a finalreport
summarizingthe project outcomes atthe end of the grant term.

4.2.3 notifylslandsTrust as soon as practicalif fundswill not be spent and refund
any grant funds provided for project work that has not been completed by the
end of the grant term or if agrant agreementisterminated.

4.2.4 maintaincomplete up-to-date records and accounts withrespecttoits use of
the grant funding, including copies of invoices, vouchers and payment
receipts, and shall make such records and accounts available forinspection
and copyingby Islands Trust Council upon request. The grant recipient’s
obligationsunder this section shall survive fora period of two yearsfollowing
the end of the term or any earliertermination of the grant agreement.

For grants provided under sections 1.1.1-1.1.3, the grantrecipient will be required to
enterinto anagreementfor grant funding with Islands Trust Council.

For grants provided under sections 1.1.4-1.1.5, where partial or full sponsorship is
approved and applicationfees have not yet been paid, the applicantisresponsible for
payingthe remainingbalance of the applicationfee priorto the localtrust committee
proceedingwith processing the application.

For grants provided under sections 1.1.4-1.1.5, where an applicationfee hasbeen
paidinfull priorto an Islands Trust Council sponsorship resolution, the Islands Trust
shall issue a refund tothe applicant forthe sponsored portion of the feein
accordance withthe resolution.

For grants provided under sections 1.1.4-1.1.5, the costs associatedwith any
sponsored portion of applicationfees shall be chargedto the development
application sponsorship fund allocatedinthe Islands Trust Council base budget.

For grants provided under sections 1.1.4-1.1.5, grants will not cover extraordinary
processing servicesoutlinedinlslands Trust Council’s Application Processing
ServicesPolicy 5.6.1 (e.g. costs not coveredinclude: additional public consultation,
complex covenant requirements, retaining specialtechnical assistance, First Nation
site visits, or legal fees).

5. Restrictions

5.1

For-profitapplicants are not eligible to apply:
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5.1.1 whenthe applicantis aregistered for-profit corporation under the
Corporations Act.

5.1.2 whenthe applicantis anon-profitagency or organization seekingto establish,
expand or modify afacility that would not benefit the community at large.

5.1.3 whenan applicantclaimsthat he or she cannot affordthe cost of the
application, and the application would not otherwise qualify for sponsorship
orinitiation.

5.1.4 applicants subjectto an open bylaw enforcementactionwith a confirmed land
use bylaw violation forwhichlslands Trust is seeking compliance are not
eligible toapply forgrants.

5.1.5 NAPTEP applicationgrants will not be provided if the associated applicationis:
e deemedto be a developmentapplicationunderan Islands Trust
Conservancy Board policy; or,
e subjectto alocaltrust committee orlsland Municipality application
process.

6. Clarityregarding GrantSupportBeing Unrelated to Decision-Makingon Applications

6.1

Islands Trust Council provision of a Community-BenefitLand Use Application Grant
associatedwith a development applicationthatrequires approval of Islands Trust
Council, or a NAPTEP application associated with Islands Trust Councildirectionto
the secretarytoissue a natural area exemption certificate, does notfetterthe
discretion of Islands Trust Council. Islands Trust Council members and staff must
ensure that applicants and members of the public are fully aware of the legal
distinction between Islands Trust Council’s financial sponsorship of anapplication
and Islands Trust Council’s separate and distinctrole in decision making, as well as
the Executive Committee’s separate statutory duty to review and approve or reject
bylaws under s.27 of the Islands Trust Act.

C. Legislated References

Islands TrustAct - Section 8(2)(h.1)

D. Attachments/Links to Supporting Forms, Documents, Websites, Related Policies and
Procedures

Islands Trust Council Policy 6.1.1 First Nation Engagement Principles

Islands Trust Council Policy 6.5.3 Procurement Policy (B.5 Financial Assistance to Community

Organizations and Other Groups or Individuals)
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https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96239_01
https://islandstrust.bc.ca/document/policy-6-1-1-first-nations-engagement-principles/
https://islandstrust.bc.ca/document/policy-6-5-3-procurement/



