
Saturna Island Local Trust Committee
Special Meeting Agenda

 

 

Date: December 10, 2017
Time: 2:00 pm
Location: Saturna Island Community Hall

105 East Point Road, Saturna Island, BC

Pages

1. CALL TO ORDER 2:00 PM - 2:05 PM

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

3. BUSINESS ITEMS 2:05 PM - 4:00 PM

3.1 First Nations Relationship Building - Presentation 2 - 31
3.1.1 Deep History of 14,000 Years - and Community Input
3.1.2 History of European Contact - and Community Input
3.1.3 Making History: A Future - and Community Input

4. ADJOURNMENT 4:00 PM - 4:00 PM
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Part 1: DEEP HISTORY 
The Strait of Georgia Region 

Before European contact…the most populated region north of Mexico. 

2



The Kelp 
Highway 

Nov. 2017 Science 

 

“Recent work along the 

Pacific coastlines of North and 

South America has revealed 

that these environments were 

settled early and continuously 

provided a rich diversity of 

subsistence options and 

technological resources for 

New World hunter-gatherers.” 
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14,000 Years Ago 
2017: Triquet Village Site 1977: Olympic Peninsula 
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Ice-Free Zones of the West Coast 14,000 – 

10,000 Years Ago 
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10,000 Years Ago: 
The Ice Retreats: Strait of Georgia 

14,000 years ago, a slow moving river of ice flowed through the Fraser Valley and 
formed the Strait of Juan de Fuca, the body of water that separates Vancouver 

Island from the Olympic Peninsula in Washington State. 
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Shift in Diet 8000 Years Ago 
Sea Mammals:  

14,000 – 8,000 Years Ago 

Fin Fish and Mariculture:  

8,000 Years Ago  - 200 years ago 
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4,000 – 8,000 Years Ago:  

Evolution of Sophisticated Culture 
2011: A 4000 Year Old Noble 

Family of Sechelt 2016: A Currency of Beads 
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“The Most Dense 
Indigenous 

Population North 
of Mexico” 

• Richest biodiversity region 

• Permanent settlements 

• Complex/Concentrated 

linguistic diversity 

• Land Use Governance 

• Inter-Nation protocols 

• Sharing 

• Reciprocity 

• Caring for community 

• Periodic warfare for 
expanding resources  
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Part 1: DEEP HISTORY 
Discussion Questions 

1. What would life have been 

like during the Ice Age (10-

13,000 years ago) on the 

islands? 

 

2. What else would’ve changed 

when the diet changed to fin 

fish (8,000 years ago)? 

 

3. Is it possible that this rich and 

sophisticated culture of 

manufacturing, currencies, 

complex trade could have 

gone back further than 5000 

years (evidence at Sechelt)? 
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Part 2: HISTORY OF EUROPEAN CONTACT 
World Colonialism OF 1700 

“Colonialism”: the extension of political control to new areas 

“Colonist”: a person who has migrated to an area and established a permanent 
residence there to colonize the area 
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Diseases Came BEFORE the First Europeans 

Indigenous traders first brought European diseases to the west coast.  

1770: the first epidemics of the islands (only 247 years ago) 
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The Islands Were NOT Empty 

“The Greatest Death Toll from Disease in the World’s History” 

1994: Cole Harris 1994: Robert Boyd 
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The Indigenous Record of 
“The Dragon” 
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A Century of Waves of Epidemics 
Depopulation Waves 

1. 1770s -1883 (95%) 

2. 1800 – 1810  

3. 1836 – 1838 

4. 1862 – 1863 (65-90%) 

 

“Virgin Soil” Demographics 

• Smallpox 

• Measles 

• Influenza 

• Typhoid 
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Came from All Directions… 
 • 1775 Spanish ship crew 

infects Haida/Tlingit 

 

• Russian smallpox 
epidemic to Allutians 

 

• Blackfoot epidemic 
from the south over the 
Rockies via horses 

 

• Fort Victoria 
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Other Factors of the  

Century of Depopulation 

2015: Beyond Germs Other “European” Factors 

 

• Overemphasis on 
diseases alone 

 

• Inciting warfare 

 

• Destroying livelihoods 

 

• Land appropriation 

 

• Erasing identities 
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The Final 
Emptying of the 
Gulf Islands and 

Islets 

“They brought them in 

from the Islands, those 

that had survived…and 

they all died here. They 

are all buried there 

[Cordova Spit in front of 

Tsawout Reserve #2).”  

 

(Tsawout Member 2017) 
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“Empty” Lands for 
Colonial Settlement 

• A belief in terra nullius 

 

• Joseph Trutch, 1864 
o Refused to acknowledge 

Aboriginal Title  

o Ended Treaty-Making 

o Reduced reserves mapped out 

pre-epidemic by 92 per cent 

 

• Crown Grants 

“proclaimed” and land 

sold as “fee simple” 
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Keeping Lands Empty  
Indian Act 1876 - now Reserves 1876-78 - now 
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Part 2: History of European Contact 

Discussion Questions 

1. The elders who suffered so much – 
what do you think they tell their 
grandchildren? 

 

2. Is there any part of the colonial 
history that is morally neutral?  

 

3. What isn’t morally neutral? 

 

4. It may not have been our personal 
“fault” but do we have 
responsibility? 

 

5. If ours is a legacy of privilege and 
lands, how do we acknowledge 
that? 
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Part 3: MAKING HISTORY 

To those who ask why Indigenous people don't just "get over" the residential school 
experience, "My answer has always been: Why can't you always remember this?” 
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First We Ask, 
“Can You Tell 

Us?” 
Saturna Island 

November 2016 

 

“More than 70 Islanders 

were in attendance to listen 

to information that was 

generously shared by our 

First Nations neighbours.” 
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Acknowledging First Nations History 

and Reconnection to the Islands 
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Moving Forward? But How? 

Getting Educated Listening, Not Defensive 

 

“Aboriginal Title”? 

 

“Aboriginal Rights”? 

 

“Treaty Rights? 

 

“Reserve lands”? 
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Aboriginal Title 

The inherent Aboriginal right to land or a territory. Always has been. Always will be. 
sui generis: unique collective right to the use of and jurisdiction over a group's ancestral territories. 
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Aboriginal Rights 

Inherent [modern!] rights which Aboriginal peoples have practiced and enjoyed 
since before European contact. ..land, resources, activities, self-government. 
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Treaty Rights  
(Pre-Confederate and Modern) 

ROYAL PROCLAMATION 1763: BC and Canada, on our behalf… 

Guaranteed hunting, fishing, lands, governance, payment for lands. 
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Reserve Lands 

Tract of land set aside under the Indian Act and treaty agreements 
for the exclusive use of an Indian band. 
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The Dilemma of 
“Fee Simple” 

Lands 
 

1. BOTH Aboriginal Title and 

Fee Simple lands are 

defined as the “right to 

exclusive use and 

occupation” 

 

2. Both Rights Coexist on the 

same land 

 

3. Only Aboriginal Title is 

“absolute” and 

Constitutionally protected 
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Part 3: Making History 

Discussion Questions 
1. To move forward together, do 

we really understand what First 
Nations need and want? 
 

2. If the first steps of moving 
forward together means a 
sincere acknowledgement of 
history, how do we do that? 
 

3. Are we only interesting in “feel-
good” events, or are we ready 
to hear the more difficult 
realities of First Nations? 
 

4. How do we contribute to the 
comeback of First Nations in 
our own community? 
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