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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Galiano Island and other Gulf Islands pose unique challenges in terms of sustainable 
development of fresh water resources in conjunction with future land use planning initiatives. 
Galiano has a relatively small landmass and land development will undoubtedly impact the 
groundwater resource in some way through reduced volumes of infiltrated rainwater and 
subsequent recharge to underlying aquifers and increased water supply demands. In addition, 
surface activities have the potential to affect the quality of recharging water, and therefore must 
be approached in a careful and thoughtful manner.  These issues are further complicated by the 
possibility of salt water intrusion common to coastal environments.  
 
Over the last few decades, a considerable amount of hydrogeological work has been conducted 
on Galiano Island. Although individual hydrogeological studies reference previous studies, 
historical data is not easily integrated so that groundwater use and aquifer response can be 
easily assessed over time.  
 
Although theoretical calculations can be made to predict potential impacts, assumptions and 
uncertainties can lead to incorrect or ambiguous predictions.  Furthermore, no requirement for 
follow up groundwater monitoring exists, and no verification of predictive estimates occurs. 
Municipal planning could be greatly improved if there were an opportunity to assess the current 
health of groundwater supply aquifers and to accurately predict the long-term cumulative effects 
of existing groundwater extraction activities, or activities related to potential future land 
development. 
 
Approximately 1050 water wells are registered with BC MoE on Galiano Island. These wells 
service domestic households, businesses, and industrial operations, yet very few of these wells 
are being monitored in terms of groundwater diversion, water level, or quality. Only two wells 
(<0.2%) are currently being monitored for water level by the BC Ministry of Environment in the 
Sturdies Bay area. No other data is readily available to the public from which to assess current 
groundwater conditions.  
 
Continuous long-term monitoring of aquifer response to natural phenomenon such as 
precipitation events and tidal fluctuations, or human activities such as groundwater pumping and 
diversion, is fundamental to developing an understanding of groundwater systems. To 
understand the “plumbing system” within the aquifers, extending from the recharge to discharge 
areas, it is important to assess the cause and effect relationship of these key elements by 
implementing a continuous, long-term monitoring program. Such an approach provides an early-
warning system for aquifer management and the needed information for future land use 
planning. It would also allow for quick mitigative response so that corrective action can be 
implemented if adverse impacts are identified so that safe and reliable groundwater supply can 
be preserved for future generations.  
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Waterline has developed an approach that we believe will maximize the understanding of 
aquifers on Galiano so that they may be protected for generations to come.  
 

• As a first step, Waterline recommends that all existing water wells be catalogued on the 
Islands Trust GIS system so that planning initiatives can be considered in the context of 
existing groundwater users and aquifers. As new subdivisions or developments requiring 
additional groundwater extraction are proposed, groundwater testing and long-term 
monitoring should be required such that it can be integrated into an existing groundwater 
database for future consideration. Although past activities and groundwater data cannot 
entirely be compiled in this manner, any future data collected can be integrated and, 
over time, accurate conceptual models of aquifers within identified groundwater regions 
can be established.     

 
• Groundwater conservation practices such as the use of cisterns need to be encouraged 

and community outreach programs are needed so that residents understand the 
importance of groundwater protection measures and the need for participation.  
Concepts such as best management practices and groundwater conservation measures 
need to be explained so that all present and future people who live on the island adopt 
sustainable practices to conserve and protect fresh groundwater sources.   

 
• Hydrogeology assessments related to proposed subdivisions and developments 

requiring additional groundwater extraction should be clearly outlined in bylaws to 
include field verification of existing, nearby wells, an assessment of the transmissivity 
and storage coefficient for the aquifer being proposed for development, and some 
prediction of the cumulative drawdown impact that could occur to the aquifer and 
existing users over a reasonable timeframe (20-30 years). This approach is in 
accordance to standard hydrogeological practices and will help to tailor new 
developments to accommodate the very unique environments that occur across Galiano.  
This approach should update the existing subdivision servicing requirements. 

 
• Aquifer mapping and particularly aquifer vulnerability mapping should be updated once 

baseline groundwater data is available across the island. Land use planning and 
activities can then be fully developed for each groundwater region and informed decision 
can then be made on a site-specific, or project by project basis. Mitigative strategies may 
be set in place to reduce impacts where possible through low impact development 
practices, water conservation, capture and infiltration measures, establishing communal 
well systems, and through other measures.   

 
Managing groundwater resources will undoubtedly present unique challenges but also presents 
a unique opportunity for innovation and setting the template for the approach to aquifer 
management in an island environment. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION  

Galiano Island is located on the outer edges of the Southern Gulf Islands in Southwestern 
British Columbia (Figure 1).  It has a rural island community and like many of the Gulf Islands, 
water supply issues relating to quantity and quality have become an increasing concern with 
growing development pressures.   
 
The Galiano Local Trust Committee (LTC) is currently reviewing and evaluating the Official 
Community Plan (OCP) for Galiano with the intent, among other issues, of balancing the water 
supply requirements for area growth against environmental needs and future sustainability.  As 
part of the OCP review, a Galiano Water Advisory Committee was tasked with reviewing 
available water supply related information and to identify recommendations that could be 
implemented by the LTC.   
 
Based on the Water Advisory Committee’s findings, the Islands Trust commissioned Waterline 
Resources Inc. (Waterline) to complete the enclosed groundwater study.  The purpose of the 
study is to provide additional research into the state of water supply on Galiano Island and to 
clarify specific groundwater issues and concerns.  This information will be submitted to the LTC 
to assist with the ongoing OCP review and update. 
 
1.1 Objectives and Scope of Work 

Groundwater resource sustainability is recognised as a significant issue in this area for the 
following reasons: 
 

• Very low recharge rates during the summer dry season cause groundwater levels to 
drop, thereby reducing supply.  At the same time, annual summer populations increases 
significantly causing demand to increase. 

• Ongoing development pressures exist, and there is a concern that if development is 
managed poorly it could adversely impact groundwater resources in the region which 
could have a detrimental effect on existing residents and businesses. 

• Problems with saltwater intrusion, particularly in areas with high population density, 
appear to be increasing with time.  

• Potential climate change impacts are uncertain and could put increased pressure on the 
groundwater resource sustainability. 

 
A thorough understanding of the groundwater resource potential beneath Galiano Island is 
required to anticipate and mitigate problems related to groundwater extraction.  As such, the 
study’s objectives were as follows: 
 

• To review available information and to recommend methods for identifying critical 
groundwater areas including recharge and water deficient areas; 

• To perform a data gap analysis and to propose a program for collecting the data; and, 
• To assess the existing and potential land use impacts on critical groundwater areas and 

to propose management strategies to mitigate or prevent further impacts. 
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To meet these objectives, Waterline’s scope of work included the review of available reports 
and references provided by the Islands Trust and other research sources.  This information was 
considered within the context of nine specific questions outlined within the Invitation to Quote 
(ITQ-2010-.013, Appendix A) that pertained to characterizing critical groundwater areas, 
groundwater quality issues, critical groundwater area management and future steps.  The report 
enclosed herein has been prepared to address the specific questions and to provide 
recommendations for the LTC. 
 
Waterline recognizes that some of the recommendations provided herein may not appear to be 
within the mandate of the LTC at this time, however, the ideas have been presented for 
consideration and the means to implement them may yet be found.  
 
2.0 GALIANO ISLAND PHYSIOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY  

Galiano Island is a long, narrow island with elevations ranging from sea level to 311 m above 
sea level at Mount Galiano (Figure 1). The island is broken up into a series of geologically 
controlled ridges and valleys, which control local drainage patterns. Small wetlands, bogs and 
creeks are common across the island.  A digital elevation map is presented as Figure 2 with 
yellow coloured areas indicating higher elevation and red coloured areas indicating lower 
elevation. 
 
Quaternary deposits on Galiano Island comprise either thin, compact glacial till or fluvial sands 
and gravels deposited by meltwater (Mordaunt and Hodge, 1983).  Based on provincial soils 
mapping, more than 60% of the soils on Galiano Island are classified as well drained (Greene, 
et al., 1989) suggesting coarse-grained sedments (eg: sand and gravel). The deposits are 
typically thin and with poor groundwater potential except in limited, topographic trough areas 
(Kohut and Johansson, 1997). 
 
The bedrock geology beneath Galiano Island comprises fractured sedimentary rocks of the Late 
Cretaceous Nanaimo Group complex, which consists of alternating sequences of northeast 
dipping, inter-bedded sandstone/siltstone-dominant and mudstone/shale sequences. Four 
formations have been mapped on Galiano Island and include the Gabriola Formation 
(sandstone), the Spray Formation (mudstone/shale), the Geoffrey Formation (conglomerate) 
and the Northumberland Formation (mudstone/shale) (Muller and Jeletsky, 1970).  The bedrock 
geology of Galiano Island is shown on Figure 3. 
 
Figure 4 shows a schematic of groundwater flow in fractured bedrock typical of the Gulf Islands 
environment (Allen et al., 2009). The orientation or the strike of dominant fault systems is 
northeast across and approximately perpendicular to the long axis of Galiano Island (Figure 3). 
These fracture or faults systems are generally found to be steeply dipping.  According to Allen et 
al., (2002), many observed fractures at surface are open and may be very important from an 
aquifer recharge perspective. However, at depth the fractures have smaller widths or apertures 
and are occasionally mineralized and sealed which reduces the bedrock permeability and the 
corresponding yield of aquifers in the subsurface.    
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Figure 5 shows the water well distribution across Galiano Island based on data from the BC 
Water Resources Atlas (MoE, 2011).  As shown, the wells are predominantly located along 
coastal areas in southern Galiano.  Each well has been classified in terms of completion depth.   
As shown, while the well completion depths vary across Galiano, many of the wells are 
completed at depths between 100 and 150 m below ground level, which are likely below sea 
level.  This will be discussed further in Section 5. 
 
Figure 6 presents three cross-section transects through Galiano at the locations shown on the 
inset map and also shown on Figure 5.  The approximate ground surface, well depths and 
piezometric surfaces are indicated.  As shown, the piezometric surface mimics topography in a 
muted manner and is highest in the central portion of the island and lowest near the coast.  
Based on the topographic relief and measured water levels in existing water wells, groundwater 
flow across Galiano Island is from the inland areas towards the south and north coastal areas 
(see cross-sections A-A’, B-B’, and C-C’, Figure 6). 
 
The Gabriola Formation sandstones, which cover about two thirds of the island, have an aquifer 
transmissivity, or the ability of rock to transmit groundwater, of approximately 3x10-5 m2/s 
(Surrette et. at., 2008). Such values are generally considered low for sandstone aquifers 
suggesting moderate to low permeability and well yield in the Gabriola Formation sandstone.  
The mudstone dominant Spray Formation exhibited a geometric mean transmissivity of  
2.7x10-5 m2/s (Surrette et. at., 2008), which is less that half of that observed for the Gabriola 
sandstone and typical for mudstone/shale rock mass.   
 
3.0 CHARACTERIZING CRITICAL GROUNDWATER AREAS (CGWA)   

In accordance with the terms and conditions, the following sections will address specific 
questions 1 through 4. 
 
3.1 Existing Watershed Mapping 

Q1) Assess the utility of using existing Islands Trust Watershed mapping to delineate/revise 
groundwater regions. 
 
The Kohut and Johanson (1998) groundwater region mapping effort was to provide a means for 
describing and comparing key groundwater areas across the island. As stated in their report, 
groundwater regions should reflect more than topographic relief and surface drainage features. 
A groundwater region should also incorporate subsurface geologic and structural conditions, the 
relative land areas, topographic slope, groundwater use, and similar aquifer characteristics.   
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Boundaries related to groundwater regions are not necessarily the same as surface water 
boundaries that correspond to the watershed boundaries identified in the Islands Trust GIS 
database. This is because subsurface geology may cross from one watershed to another.  This 
is shown in Figure 6 (A-A’) where groundwater that is recharged on the south slope of the island 
could flow to the north coast of the island as it follows the Gabriola Formation to the north.    
 
The boundaries identified by Kohut and Johanson (1998) provide a reasonable approach to 
compartmentalize island groundwater resources and appear to be based on sound 
hydrogeological principles. Waterline does not recommend using the watershed mapping to 
delineate or revise the established groundwater regions.   
 
Please note that regardless of the regional division of groundwater areas, pumping impacts can 
cross the boundaries so caution should be exercised when applying groundwater regions as a 
management tool to subdivision or development planning. 
 
3.2 Digital Elevation Mapping 

Q2) Assess the utility of using existing Islands Trust Digital Elevation Mapping (DEM) to 
delineate or revise recharge and discharge areas. 
 
In a natural fractured bedrock aquifer system, rainwater percolates downward through the soil 
and rock at the ground surface and recharges underground fractures which form the aquifer. 
The water continues to flow down through the fractures until the fracture is exposed along a 
slope as a seep or a spring, it is pumped out by a well that intersected the fracture, or it 
discharges to along the coast.  To understand this process, geology, geological structure 
(bedding, folding, faulting), vegetation, topographic slope, and known hydrogeological 
characteristics must also be considered when attempting to characterize recharge and 
discharge areas.   
 
Digital Elevation Mapping is a powerful tool that can be used in hydrogeology to provide better 
estimates of ground elevation from which groundwater elevation levels and hence flow models 
may be derived. On its own, however, it does not adequately represent the environmental 
conditions that influence groundwater recharge and discharge in the subsurface aquifers and 
has little utility in their delineation.  
 
3.3 Standards and Criteria for Critical Groundwater Areas 

Q3) Review and comment on standards/criteria for identifying critical groundwater areas in 
previous reports, including commenting on the utility of the following groundwater supply 
measures:  Demand/storage ratio, demand estimates, recharge rates, storage coefficients, 
water balance modeling and analysis of topography, soils and geologic structure. 
 
The following sections summarize a review completed for standards or criteria used to identify 
critical groundwater areas from previous reports.  
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3.3.1 Demand Storage Ratio 

Demand storage ratio by definition is the ratio of the water supply demand in a region versus the 
estimated amount of groundwater that is stored in a defined aquifer.  Although the ratio can be 
useful in certain environments where the storage of groundwater can be accurately determined, 
fractured bedrock environments pose a particular challenge due to the variability of aquifer 
storage.  
 
Fundamental assumptions need to be made in order to complete the demand storage 
calculation: 
 

• Number of wells – This reflects the number of wells based on BC Water Resources Atlas 
records which may not accurately reflect all wells in use.  Field verification would be 
required for confirmation; 

• Daily well use – See discussion in Section 3.3.2.  
• Thickness - The ability to assess aquifer thickness in a fractured bedrock system, 

whereby dominant fractures may be near vertical, is difficult.    
• Storage coefficient – See discussion in Section 3.3.4.  

 
Theoretically, a demand storage ratio of greater than 50% means that 50% of the groundwater 
resources are being utilized. A demand storage ratios of 100% means that groundwater 
resources are being fully utilized. In such a case, groundwater use restrictions and perhaps 
even a moratorium on groundwater extraction activities should be put into effect in order to 
ensure sustainable management of the resource.    
 
Uncertainty in the values used to calculate the demand storage ratio can result in significant 
variability in the estimates.  For example, the demand storage ratio calculations prepared by 
Harrison (1994) and Mordant and Hodge (1983) were an order of magnitude different than those 
prepared by Kohut and Johanson (1998) due to differing opinions on appropriate storage 
coefficients.  In the absence of accurate data relating to the fundamental assumptions, this tool 
has little benefit or meaning and caution needs to be exercised when developing planning 
guidelines based on such uncertain calculations.   
 
3.3.2 Demand Estimates 

Various approaches have been considered to estimate water demand on Galiano Island. Table 
1 summarizes a selection of demand estimates for consideration.   
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Table 1:  Demand Estimates 

Source Demand 
Previous Demand Estimates for Galiano (m3/day) 

Mordaunt and Hodge (1983) 1.89 
Harrison (1994) 0.9-2.3 

Kohut (1988) 0.9 
Thurber (1993) 0.9-1.89 

   
Other sources   

Islands Trust Land Use 127 Bylaw (1999) 2.3 
Capital Regional District (CRD, 2007) 1.2 

Salt Spring Island Water Council (SSI, 2010) 0.8 
Harrison (1994) community systems on Galiano 0.18-1.16 

Galiano Water Advisory Committee (2010)  
Galiano Estates and Parker Island resident 

0.27-0.6 

The Galiano Water Advisory Committee (2010) indicated that permanent residents are, for the 
most part, aware of measures for conserving water; however, the summer influx of visitors may 
not be as sensitive to the need to conserve water. The seasonal change in demand has been 
estimated, but still carries uncertainty.  As can be seen from the variety of references in Table 1, 
there is no strong agreement of representative water use values that can be applied universally 
across the Island.  

In the absence of local monitoring data, a conservative value of 0.9 m3/day (200 igpd) is 
considered a reasonable estimate for average residential usage based the more recent studies 
cited in Table 1. The existing potable water supply standard volume should not be reduced; 
however, due to expected variability in demand seasonally and potential well production losses 
with time.    

Agricultural activities may be consuming water.  Commercial and industrial businesses may also 
have varying water requirements.  Some individual water service areas or systems may already 
be collecting this information, but it is not being undertaken universally for all systems, nor all 
users.  Where water consumption data is being collected (CRD or private systems on Galiano), 
the data should be compiled and tracked.  Where the data is not already being collected, it is 
possible to confirm the actual water use in communities if simple water metering devices were 
installed for any new wells. This would remove some of the uncertainty in the water demand 
estimate for specific areas.  More information on this subject will be provided in Section 6. 
Recharge Rates 

Recharge to aquifers occurs from the infiltration of precipitation. The amount of precipitation that 
infiltrates and recharges aquifers is a function of the permeability of ground cover, climatic 
conditions, topographic slope, and the fracture porosity of the bedrock near the surface.  
Approximately 80% of Galiano Island has been defined as probable recharge area and only a 
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thin strip around the coastline situated below approximately 50 m above sea level has been 
defined as probable discharge areas (Kohut and Johanson, 1998).  
 
Estimates of recharge rates applied to Galiano in the previous reports have ranged from 0.1% 
(Mordaunt and Hodge, 1983) to 12% (Piteau Associates, 1994).  Kohut and Johanson (1998) 
estimated recharge on Galiano Island to be less that 10%.  Dr. Allen et al. (2009) used 
numerical modelling to derive recharge estimates between 16-45%, on the Gulf Islands.  
However, based on more recent research findings, Dr. Allen has indicated that the higher end 
recharge estimate was highly unlikely.  In her opinion, recharge is probably between 10 and 
20% on the Gulf Islands (Dr. Allen, pers. comm., 2011).   
 
As can be seen, hydrogeologists don’t often agree on recharge numbers because they do range 
from one area to another and it is not always the best practice to select one number and apply it 
to an entire island. In Waterline’s opinion the recharge number itself is not effective when used 
as a management tool to assess critical groundwater regions in terms of potentially available 
water volumes for extraction because there is too much potential variability.  
 
Recharge is still import to the aquifer and to maintain natural recharge rates, potential land use 
impacts should be minimized, where possible and artificial recharge, or rainwater infiltration 
practices should be encouraged in any development activity that is likely to adversely impact 
natural recharge.  The potential for adverse impact to recharge should be determined based on 
site specific information. 
 
3.3.3 Storage Coefficients 

A storage coefficient describes the volume of water that will be released from storage with a 
decline in hydraulic head in a particular aquifer.  Typical storage coefficients used for demand 
storage calculations ranged from 0.001 to 0.0001.  These were based on previous groundwater 
evaluations in the Gulf Islands by Foweraker (1974), Hodge (1978), Chwojka (1979) and Kohut 
and Johanson (1998) and may or may not apply to Galiano. Site specific aquifer testing would 
need to be completed while monitoring numerous observation wells in order to confirm the local 
storage parameter and its variability within the region.  As indicated in Section 3.3.1, it can be 
difficult to predict aquifer storage in a fractured bedrock environment. 
 
Storage coefficient values can be estimated from pumping tests if an observation well is 
monitored. However, based on our review of available groundwater assessment reports for 
Galiano Island, storage coefficients are not being evaluated by hydrogeologists conducting 
assessments for new developments. The site specific data collected during pumping tests 
should be used determine local storage coefficients and to better define the critical groundwater 
areas. 
 
3.3.4 Water Balance Modelling 

Regional water balance models are most commonly used to assess surface water flow systems.  
Analytical and numerical water balance models also exist for groundwater, however, water 
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balance models require the similar input criteria to the demand-storage ratio described above. In 
the absence of good data, water balance modeling can become an exercise in assumptions and 
realistically, no more effective than demand-storage estimates in the absence of solid data.  
Water balances, or budgets on a regional scale should also be used with caution when applied 
to groundwater because they may not accurately reflect what is available through the ground to 
a particular well or specific area.  This is particularly true in a complex bedrock aquifer 
environment. 
 
A water balance model can be helpful for use in planning and implementing green infrastructure 
and rainwater management systems for smaller scale new developments to ensure that 
recharge to the subsurface is not significantly reduced. In this case, site specific data would be 
collected and applied to the model.  Many areas are implementing a `no net increase in runoff` 
policy for new developments.  This encourages the use of rainwater infiltration features to 
support recharge to the aquifers and to maintain baseflow to local stream systems.  From this 
perspective, there are some definite benefits to water balance modelling.  
 
3.3.5 Topography, Soils and Geology 

The analysis of topography, soils and geological structure are key factors that should be 
considered in identifying critical groundwater areas such as recharge.  As indicated in Section 
3.2, elevation should not be used on its own to define recharge areas. 
 
In summary, little new data is available to improve the standards or criteria used to identify 
critical groundwater areas from previous reports and in most cases, a degree of uncertainty will 
remain with the estimated standards or criteria used even with further information available. 
 
3.4 Methodology for Delineation of CGWA 

To define recharge and discharge areas on Galiano Island, Kohut and Johanson (1998) 
reviewed: 

• Topographic features (elevation and slope) on a 1:12,000 scale, surface drainages and 
air photos; 

• Known geologic conditions including structural features; 
• Presence of flowing artesian wells, springs and wetlands; 
• Changes in topographic slope; 
• Available groundwater level information from wells and springs, inferred hydraulic 

gradients and probable directions of groundwater flow; and, 
• Phreatophytic vegetation and changes in vegetation and distribution. 

 
Based on our review of the work by Kohut and Johanson (1998), Waterline concurs with their 
approach to delineating these critical groundwater areas; with the addition of water quality data 
as well.  In our opinion, Galiano Island has been appropriately segregated into numerous 
groundwater regions and groundwater management and planning efforts needs to be focused 
on a more local scale.  
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As shown on Figure 5, approximately 1050 water wells are registered with BC MoE on Galiano 
Island. These wells service domestic households, businesses, and industrial operations, yet 
very few (if any) of these wells are being monitored in terms of groundwater diversion, water 
level, or quality. Only two wells (<0.2%) are currently being monitored for water level by the BC 
Ministry of Environment in the Sturdies Bay area. No other data is readily available to the public 
from which to assess current groundwater conditions.  
 
Establishing a water level monitoring program in key aquifers could provide actual data to 
assess if groundwater levels are declining over time and would be more effective in defining 
critical groundwater areas.  To demonstrate the benefits, Figure 7 shows three hydrographs of 
Ministry of the Environment (MoE) Observation Wells.  All three wells are located in 
southeastern Galiano in areas where high demand-storage ratios had been calculated by 
Mordaunt and Hodge (1983) and Harrison (1994). The information interpreted from these 
monitoring wells is described below. 
 

• Well 327 is located in the Whaler Bay groundwater region and completed at 
approximately 30 m depth.  The water level hydrograph indicates that the groundwater 
demand increased significantly between 1996 and 2010.  Notwithstanding the apparent 
increase in groundwater use, the data indicates that water levels generally recovered 
back to static conditions each year during the winter rainy season. If the MoE 
observation well is representative of all water supply wells in the region then it can be 
concluded that the aquifer in the region is not being over exploited and therefore 
groundwater diversion activities would appear to be sustainable.  

 
• Well 258 is located on Sturdies Road in the South Galiano groundwater region and 

completed at a depth of 91 m.  The hydrograph for this observation well shows a similar 
trend to well 327 and indicates that the groundwater demand increased significantly 
between 1996 and 2010. However, as with well 327, water levels generally recovered 
back to static conditions each year during the winter rainy season indicating good 
recharge to the aquifer. Please note, even though the winter hydraulic heads are 
remaining relatively constant, the seasonal lows during the summer potentially could 
induce saltwater intrusion to occur. 
 

• This well is completed in the Cain Peninsula area at a depth of 43 m.  The hydrograph 
for well 326 shows that up to 2003 both summer and winter water levels were exhibiting 
a declining trend suggesting that the aquifer was being actively mined or over-exploited.  
Because the monitoring ceased in 2003, insufficient information is available to determine 
the current status of the aquifer in this location.  According to Graeme Henderson, the 
MoE Groundwater Technician, the new well owner decided to use the well and it was no 
longer available for monitoring.  Identification of a new observation well is highly 
recommended in the Cain Peninsula area to replace Well 326 as the data from this area 
indicates water level decline was occurring before monitoring was terminated.   
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As was shown in Figure 7, groundwater level monitoring is far more important in groundwater 
management planning as it indicates whether recharge is in fact occurring (or not) and provides 
verification as to whether groundwater pumping activities are adversely depleting the aquifer.  
 
4.0 GROUNDWATER QUALITY ISSUES   

Q5) Identify and comment on potential or confirmed groundwater quality issues, including (but 
not limited to):  saline intrusion, naturally occurring chemical constituents which may be a risk to 
human health (e.g. Arsenic), risk of contamination due to surface sources and poorly functioning 
septic systems. 
 
The following sections summarize the water quality review completed relative to the above 
referenced question. 
 
4.1 Potential Saline Intrusion 

In coastal aquifers, the volume of aquifer recharge can significantly affect the position of the 
fresh-saltwater interface as follows: 
 

• Decreasing recharge will result in the fresh-saltwater interface moving inland. 
• Increasing sea level will result in the fresh-saltwater interface moving inland. 
• Increased pumping may cause the fresh-seawater interface to shift inland. 

 
Groundwater regions such as the south Galiano, Whaler Bay, Cain Peninsula located near the 
coastline have experienced lower seasonal water levels, or perhaps groundwater mining and, 
as such, may be at risk for salt water intrusion.  Furthermore, large permeable fractures 
orientation across the long axis of the island can also create conduits for rapid entry of saltwater 
to a water supply aquifer (Figure 8). 
 
Water chemistry data collected by the MoE was reviewed for these wells to screen for potential 
saltwater intrusion indicators. Figure 9 presents Piper Plots for each well.  As shown, the 
groundwater chemistry from samples collected from Well 258 has changed from a calcium-
sulphate area to a sodium-bicarbonate over time as the summer water level dropped lower, 
drawing on deeper fractures. The deeper fractures have older water chemistry that indicates 
cation exchange.  None of the water chemistry results indicate mixing with sea water. 
 
Well 326 and 327 Piper Plots have variable water quality that may indicate a cation exchange 
mixing process is occurring, but insufficient data is available to confirm this. The additional MoE 
water quality data for the three observation wells indicated a slight increase in electrical 
conductivity with time. 
 
Kohut and Johanson (1998) reported at least 13 groundwater regions had evidence of saltwater 
intrusion, poor water quality and deteriorating water quality.  Unfortunately, aside from the three 
MoE observation wells with water quality data presented, no other current geochemical data 
was available for review. 
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4.2 General Water Quality Concerns 

Historical water quality problems have included groundwater impacts from saltwater intrusion 
resulting in increased sodium and chloride concentrations in the groundwater.  Other water 
quality parameters of concern included iron, manganese, fluoride, hydrogen sulphide and 
coliform bacteria.  Many of these parameters occur naturally in the Nanaimo Group sedimentary 
rocks.  Historically, arsenic had been reported at concentrations exceeding the Guidelines for 
Canadian Drinking Water Quality in only two wells across Galiano (Kohut and Johanson, 1998).   
 
Other recent well tests submitted to Islands Trust in support of subdivision applications were 
reviewed to assess potential water quality issues.  The parameters that did not meet the 
Guidelines for Canadian Drinking Water Quality include: 
 

• Coliform and non-coliform bacteria in groundwater near Georgeson Bay (GIGS, 2000); 
• Non coliform bacteria, iron and manganese in groundwater from 1 well located near the 

middle of Galiano Island (GIGS, 2001a); 
• Iron and manganese in groundwater from 1 well near Montague Harbour (GIGS, 2001b); 
• Iron in groundwater from one well located in South Galiano (GIGS, 200c);  
• Iron, manganese, fluoride and pH in groundwater from four wells located in South 

Galiano (GIGS, 2002a); 
• Coliform and non-coliform bacteria in groundwater from 1 well located in South Galiano 

(GIGS, 2002b) 
• Coliform bacteria, iron and manganese in groundwater from 1 well located near the 

middle of Galiano Island (GIGS, 2003) 
• Turbidity, iron and manganese in groundwater from one well in South Galiano (Lowen, 

2005); 
• Iron in groundwater from two wells located in South Galiano (GIGS, (2006);  
• Iron and manganese in groundwater from one well located in South Galiano (GIGS, 

2007a); 
• Turbidity, iron and manganese in groundwater from one well near Retreat Cover (Hodge, 

2007); 
• Iron and manganese in groundwater from one well near the middle of Galiano Island 

(GIGS, 2007b);  
• Manganese in groundwater from one well (Hodge, 2009); 
• Total coliform, turbidity and pH, in all wells, antimony, arsenic, iron, fluoride and lead for 

wells located on Lots 1, 2 and 4 (Hodge, 2006).  
• Chloride, sodium and total dissolved solids in one well and iron and manganese in one 

well located in Sturdies Bay (Thurber, 2010). 
 
Waterline also confirmed the data with Mr. Erwin Dyck, Supervisor of Environmental Health with 
the Vancouver Island Health Authority in Victoria.  Mr. Dyck used to oversee the water systems 
on Galiano for many years and is very familiar with the water quality issues. Mr. Dyck indicated 
that he was aware of saline intrusion occurring in Montague Harbour and in Sturdies Bay.  He 
also indicated that to his knowledge, iron and manganese were a common water quality issue 
for residents on Galiano.  Arsenic had never been an issue for a community water system, but 
on occasion, concentrations of arsenic exceed the applicable water use guidelines (Hodge 
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2006, Kohut and Johanson, 1998).  Fluoride on rare occasions was reported at levels exceeding 
the applicable limits. Lead was detected at elevated levels in one community well, but it became 
no longer detectable after one or two sampling events (Erwin Dyck, pers. comm.).  
 
4.3 Potential for Surface or Shallow Contamination 

Figure 10 presents the intrinsic vulnerability map for Galiano Island (Denny et al. 2007).  This 
map was developed using a modified DRASTIC methodology which presents a spatial and 
semi-quantifiable susceptibility index from surface sources.  The groundwater vulnerability 
mapping should be used with caution.  It shows that only the coastal areas are mapped as 
having high vulnerability due to the permeability of the fractures and shallow depth to 
groundwater (two key parameters in the DRASTIC methodology).  While this may be correct in 
terms of the probability of salt water intrusion, the areas mapped as having low vulnerability are 
generally less developed and very little data is available to verify the risks to aquifers.  
According to Dr. Allen (pers. comm.), DRASTIC works best on flatter topography and the 
extreme topography present on Galiano can under represent the potential vulnerability of the 
higher elevation terrain.     
 
The intrinsic vulnerability mapping also does not account for potentially poor well completions 
on aging wells, which are most common in the densely populated southern Galiano region.  Mr. 
Dyck stated that the fractured bedrock and poor well sealing has likely created a pathway for 
surface water contamination to enter into the aquifer from shallow groundwater and surface 
water that may have been contaminated by septic discharges.  Mr. Dyck also indicated that in 
his former position he received many complaints about water quality changing seasonally, or 
after large storm events. 
 
Mr. Dyck reported that coliforms are fairly common in the bedrock wells. This is consistent with 
Kohut and Johanson’s 1998 findings. He indicated that occasionally, elevated E.Coli levels in 
wells have been detected in the past.  During Waterline’s review of the historic water quality 
data and water quality from the three MoE observation wells, it appears that typical septic 
contamination indicators such as nitrates, nitrites and ammonia were present at low to non-
detectable levels.  No other new data is currently publically available to evaluate potential 
surface or shallow contamination impacts. 
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5.0 CRITICAL GROUNDWATER AREAS IMPACTS DISCUSSION  

5.1 Unique Groundwater Conditions  

Galiano Island and other Gulf Islands pose unique challenges when it comes to sustainable 
development of fresh water resources. Galiano has a relatively small landmass and the 
development of the land will undoubtedly impact recharge to aquifers in some way. Dense 
development such as that which occurs in southeast Galiano Island can reduce permeable 
surfaces which can reduce recharge.  This combined with a high density of pumping wells will 
increase the stress on the aquifer.  Where there is no requirement for monitoring volume of 
groundwater extracted, or water levels in the aquifer, there is no opportunity to adequately track 
and verify the impact to the aquifers. Furthermore in coastal areas, increased groundwater 
diversion increases the risk of induced salt water intrusion further complicating groundwater 
management strategies.  
 
There is also the potential for creating point sources of contamination by introducing new 
developments. The data reviewed by Waterline suggests that recharge rates on Galiano are 
relatively high due to increased fracturing of the bedrock near the surface and the presence of 
thin, moderately high permeability soil cover.  Although this is a positive feature to ensure 
subsurface aquifers recharge, it causes some concerns when considering potential contaminant 
sources that may be introduced when a new development is approved. 
 
A better understanding of the hydrogeological environment is required in order to properly 
assess vulnerability and to allow for a balanced approach to development planning and 
groundwater resource protection. This can only be achieved if groundwater monitoring (level, 
flow, and quality) is implemented in the various groundwater regions identified for Galiano. 
Although this may be difficult (not impossible) to implement for existing developed areas, the 
approach must be changed in the future if a sustainable future is desired. 
 
The following discussion is intended to specifically respond to the ITQ’s questions 6 through 8. 
 
5.2 Land Use Impacts – Current and Potential Future  

Q6) Assess the potential impact of land use activities, current and permitted future, on critical 
groundwater areas, including the following:  small-lot residential development, large-lot 
residential development, land alteration activities, including vegetation and tree removal and 
road construction, commercial, industrial and home occupation uses. 
 
Galiano Island hosts a varied mixture of land use activities, some of which may already exist 
and some of which have yet to be developed. As discussed above in regard to land 
development, Waterline considers that each type of the development has the potential to 
adversely impact the groundwater resources.  As there is insufficient data available to evaluate 
current conditions in the critical groundwater areas and their sensitivities to different land use 
activities, the potential impacts are discussed in Table 2, below, for the land-use activities 
requested.   
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Table 2:  Potential Land Use Impacts 

Land Use Activity Potential Impacts on Critical Groundwater Areas 
Small-lot residential development • Higher proportionate land area developed leaving less potential 

permeable surfaces. 
• Higher density groundwater extraction increases stress on aquifer 

leading to: 
o declining water levels,  
o increased well to well interference, 
o potential for dry wells leading to deeper wells drilled, 
o increased potential to draw water from deeper fractures that 

may have less desirable water quality, and 
o risk of saltwater intrusion. 

• Higher density septic disposal fields and other potential sources 
of contamination potentially increases contaminant load on 
aquifer. 

• Construction of basements (full or partial), foundations, roads, 
etc. may change the shallow groundwater flow regime and lead to 
flooding or subsidence issues. 

Large-lot residential development • Potential for the same impacts as above, but typically to a lesser 
degree as the impacts are less concentrated. 

Commercial, industrial and home-
based businesses  
(will depend on site specific 
activities) 

• May use a higher portion of land area thereby decreasing 
potential permeable surfaces. 

• May have a higher water demand which will increase aquifer 
stress leading to same or higher related potential impacts as 
those listed above for small-lots. 

• May result in larger septic flows which may increase contaminant
load on aquifer. 

• May store and handle chemicals that could spill and leak into the 
aquifer. 

Land alteration – vegetation and 
tree removal 

• Can both positively and negatively impact groundwater levels 
depending on the site specific conditions. Evapotranspiration is 
reduced with tree removal which can result in an increase in 
groundwater levels; however, increased runoff may reduce 
overall recharge and thereby reduce groundwater levels with 
time. 

• Where increases in groundwater levels occur, the increased pore 
pressure may adversely impact slope stability. 

Road construction • May impact shallow groundwater flows depending on road cuts 
and create zones for groundwater discharge. 

• Depending on traffic levels, may increase risk of contaminants 
from road runoff entering the aquifer. 

• Road salt and other de-icing chemicals, if used, may enter into 
the aquifer. 

 
In all cases, the degree of land use impact vary depending on site specific conditions.  In many 
cases, low impact development and water conservation practices may mitigate adverse impacts 
from land use activities.  This will be discussed further in Section 6.5. 
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5.3 Effectiveness of Regulations 

There is a lack of provincial regulatory guidance related to specific requirements for 
hydrogeological assessments for land development projects. For instance, the BC Water Act 
does not require licensing of groundwater diversion, nor does it specify the scope of 
groundwater studies necessary to protect groundwater resources. In Waterline’s opinion, this is 
a serious flaw in the BC legislation as, in the absence of any guidance; a minimal investigative 
approach is taken when new developments are proposed.  
 
In other jurisdictions in Canada, municipal planning is approached on a watershed basis as 
there is a recognition that sustainability of communities depends greatly on the ability to provide 
safe and reliable water supply.  Where provincial legislation is lacking, municipal/local 
governments may have to assume the responsibility to ensure that the land can be developed 
sustainably from a groundwater resource perspective. This is of particular importance in an 
island environment where the landmass is smaller and resources are subject to different 
environmental conditions more common to mainland environments. Therefore, there is a need 
for local governments to incorporate more groundwater management guidelines and 
investigative procedures into local bylaws including the subdivision servicing regulations of the 
Land Use Bylaw and the Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 108 (Islands Trust, 1995).      
 
Q7) Review and comment on effectiveness of existing relevant regulations, specifically:  
Subdivision servicing regulations, requirement for cisterns in new construction in Water 
Management Areas, Development Permit Area 4 – Elevated Groundwater Catchment Areas. 
 
5.3.1 Subdivision Servicing Requirements (Islands Trust, 1999, Section 13.23) 

Based on our review of the subdivision servicing requirements, a good base exists; however, 
more specific wording with respect to the hydrogeological assessment may be merited due to 
the unique environment found on Galiano. Table 3 presents a summary of the challenges facing 
the sustainability of groundwater resources on Galiano under the existing Land Use Bylaw and 
bylaw regulations and suggestions for a new approach.  The issues discussed will also apply to 
developments not requiring subdivision, but that will require one or more new water sources.   
 
A revised hydrogeological assessment program is provided in Section 6.3. 
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Table 3:  Existing Subdivision Servicing Bylaw – Challenges and Solutions 
Challenges with the Existing Subdivision 

Servicing Requirements 
Possible Solutions 

• Property owner focussed on own property
and personal development concerns. Each 
subdivision test is reviewed as an 
individual piece. 

• ‘BIGGER PICTURE’ approach needed to protect 
long-term community concerns.  The identification 
of already existing wells through a field verified 
survey and the tracking and evaluation of 
cumulative effects will better guide development 
planning and approvals. 

• Pumping test typically minimal duration as 
is a residential dwelling requiring only 0.35 
igpm. In certain environments four to 12 
hour pumping test lengths may not extend 
long enough to adequately test the 
sustainability of the resource and 
potential/risk for saline intrusion. Testing is 
imperative to understand impacts to the 
groundwater regime. 

• Test lengths or other specific requirements could 
be set by the LTC based on specific concerns for 
that groundwater region. Investigations need to 
consider existing density, cumulative effects if 
pumping, sea water intrusion, and declining water 
levels if monitoring data is available. 

• Well testing program focuses on proving 
quantity of the individual well rather than 
assessing hydraulic properties of the 
aquifer that can be used to predict future 
impact. 

• Require additional aquifer parameters 
(transmissivity and storage coefficient) as part of 
the report.  This information can be added to a 
central database and used for future testing 
program planning. 

• Often one observation well monitored 
during a test and data not interpreted 
beyond reporting interference. 

• Extend monitoring area depending on specific 
groundwater region and the perceived well density.

• Once the testing program is completed, no 
follow up monitoring is being required to 
verify hydrogeological predictions and to 
determine whether or not impacts are 
occurring. 

• Owners could be required to install a monitoring 
well and have it monitored with the findings 
reported for a specified length of time.
Alternatively access to the monitoring well could be 
required for future monitoring.  The monitoring well 
requirement could be dependent on the size of the 
proposed development. 

• Subdivision Servicing Bylaw sets same 
standards for all sites. 

• Classify critical groundwater regions and apply 
different requirements based on known issues. 

• Local aquifer characteristic, hydraulic 
property, water quality data, or number of 
existing wells in use in area may not be 
available to the public. 

• LTC should incorporate the data from each report 
into a GIS based tracking system to share 
information and facilitate better management of 
groundwater resources across the island. Each 
time a new development application is submitted 
for consideration and approval, the proponent 
should be provided with existing groundwater data 
for a region to ensure that cumulative impacts to 
the aquifer are being considered.  
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5.3.2 Subdivision Servicing Requirements (Islands Trust, 1999, Section 13.22) 

The effectiveness of a cistern can depend on the regularity of precipitation, which is significantly 
reduced over the summer months.  Apparently most systems are between 75% and 90% 
efficient with evaporation losses occurring out the roof opening during the summer period.  The 
use of cisterns is appropriate as it encourages water conservation and reduces the demand for 
groundwater.  Education and community outreach would be beneficial to help with the success 
of this program if it is implemented. 
 
Once additional understanding of current groundwater conditions is gained in each of the critical 
groundwater areas and the cistern use effectiveness is determined in the areas currently 
designated (Schedule C in the Land Use Bylaw), it may be appropriate to revise the areas 
where this requirement applies. 
 
5.3.3 Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 108 (Islands Trust, 1995, Section 3.0) 

The OCP currently identifies lands situated above 140 m elevation as groundwater catchment 
areas that need to be protected and designates this as a land use development permit area 
(DPA #4). The guidelines associated with DPA #4 state: 
 

• Buildings and structures may be sited only where development approval information 
provided by the permit applicant indicates that such structures can be accommodated 
without impairing the quantity or quality of groundwater in the local groundwater region.  
 

• The construction of roads and utility corridors and other activities involving the 
disturbance of the soil, must be conducted in such a manner that the productivity of the 
local groundwater recharge area is not impaired through soil compaction, altered surface 
drainage patterns, siltation, erosion, or salt water intrusion. 

 
• The layout of subdivision must ensure that building sites are located and are of sufficient 

area that development permitted by the Land Use Bylaw may fully comply with these 
guidelines. 

 
The DPA #4 states that the 140 m elevation contour was identified and mapped in the 1998 
Kohut and Johanson study.  The 1998 report by Kohut and Johansson actually stated that any 
areas above approximately 50 m elevation represent potential recharge areas and should be 
protected, or managed appropriately. The area covered by DPA#4 is considered inadequate to 
sufficiently protect the groundwater resources on Galiano. 
 
The developed guidelines under DPA#4 relate to building and road structures and their siting 
rather than eventual land use activities and the potential impacts involved (water extraction, 
potential impacts to water quality, etc.).  The guidelines do not set any requirements for site 
specific characterization or groundwater assessment.  The special conditions referring to ‘only 
those portions of the catchment areas having shallow soils and being particularly sensitive to 
development’ is considered vague.  Waterline considers that DPA #4 should be abandoned, or 
revised.  Further recommendations are discussed in Section 6.4. 
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6.0 RECOMMENDED GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT PLANNING 

To protect the quantity and quality of the groundwater resource on Galiano Island, Waterline 
recommends that the Islands Trust implement the following groundwater management and data 
acquisition measures. 
 
6.1 Groundwater Monitoring Program 

Waterline recommends that area specific groundwater data is collected (water level, use, water 
quality) through long-term groundwater monitoring initiatives.  The monitoring data should then 
be compiled in a central database for reference and use when new developments are being 
proposed or regional/municipal planning is being considered.  By improving the data collection 
and assessment requirements during the subdivision approval process, the Islands Trust will 
gain the means to make planning decisions with a certain degree of confidence that ensure that 
groundwater resources are sustainably developed and managed.   
 
If at least one observation well was available in each region some determination of active 
groundwater recharge could be confirmed rather than relying on recharge estimates based 
assumed surface characteristics. Waterline understands that the Islands Trust has had some 
initial discussions with MoE regarding possible new monitoring wells on the island. 
 
Monitoring data be compiled in a central database for reference. Armed with this real 
information on local groundwater conditions, and data from individual pumping tests that are 
required each time a development is proposed, development planning for an area based on 
actual groundwater availability provides the greatest opportunity for sustainability.   
 
6.2 Community Outreach Program 

Living in an island environment has all the obvious benefits of being close to the ocean and 
nature but requires a sense of stewardship. This is not only true for surface water resources that 
can be plainly seen at the surface, but it is also true for subsurface groundwater resources that 
cannot be seen. 
 
Community outreach programs are also very useful so that residents understand the importance 
of groundwater protection measures and the need for change.  Fresh water supply is required to 
sustain life and it belongs to everyone.  There is often a misconception that the landowner owns 
the groundwater beneath the land when in actual fact the groundwater is owned by the crown 
and it’s everyone’s responsibility for its continued management and protection. To a large 
degree, the value of the land is contingent on the opportunity to develop a suitable water supply. 
Other concepts such as best management practices and groundwater conservation measures 
need also be explained so that all present and future people who live on the island adopt 
sustainable practices to conserve and protect fresh groundwater source.  
 



GALIANO GROUNDWATER STUDY  WL11-1755 
Galiano Island, British Columbia March 31, 2011 
Submitted to:  Islands Trust Page 29 
 
 

 

6.3 Revised Subdivision Servicing Requirements  

The current bylaw wording requires that a hydrogeological assessment subdivision application 
include the requirement for a pumping test that is in accordance with generally accepted 
hydrological engineering practice to establish the long-term reliability of the source and that 
does not adversely impact any neighbouring wells.  Based on our review of available 
hydrogeological reports prepared in support of subdivision applications, these tests are typical 
relatively brief (less than 24 hours) and involve a 100 day projection of drawdown to predict the 
sustainable well capacity. 
 
In Waterline’s opinion, the 100 day well capacity prediction that is applied to determine a well’s 
suitability for supplying water supply to a newly proposed development may not be sufficient to 
protect the groundwater resource from over exploitation.  The intent of this calculation is to 
predict water level drawdown over the peak summer demand period and not intended for 
assessment of long-term (20+ years) of drawdown in an aquifer.   
 
Cumulative effects of groundwater extraction activities can be estimated using standard 
hydrogeological techniques that are available in analytical models used to evaluate the same 
pumping test data which is already being collected as part of a subdivision application on 
Galiano.  The cumulative effects approach allows for the prediction of drawdown impacts in 
existing water wells within an appropriate radius and over the projected life of the proposed 
development. Typically, predictive estimates of water level drawdown are evaluated based on 
population growth estimates and planning timeframes which often look 20-30 years into the 
future. These estimates should be made mandatory for any new proposed subdivision or 
groundwater extraction project, and monitoring data provided to the Islands Trust so that it can 
be considered each time a new subdivision or groundwater extraction project is proposed.   
 
Although BC does not have specific guidelines relating to groundwater use, in Alberta for 
example, the drawdown in an aquifer is typically restricted to 50% of the available head as 
measured in an observation well 150 m away from a pumping well (Alberta Environment, 2006). 
Regulating the actual measured drawdown in a well or an aquifer is an appropriate approach to 
ensure that over-pumping does not occur. 
 
Follow up monitoring should also be completed to determine actual impacts to recharge and 
from groundwater diversion activities. As a condition of development approval for a new 
subdivision, for example, a monitoring well could be established for this purpose and 
groundwater level data collected and submitted to the Islands Trust for inclusion into an 
information database (GIS system). This data could subsequently be made available to other 
future applicants for consideration when planning their developments.  In this manner, each time 
a new development is proposed it requires that the new applicant consider all previous 
groundwater data collected in a region and for the proponent to provide an update so that the 
Islands Trust so that informed decisions can be made with respect to groundwater supply 
availability and its protection. In Waterline’s view this is the best way to ensure future 
sustainability of the groundwater supply for generations to come.   
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An example of hydrogeological assessment guidance is attached in Appendix C for reference. 
 
6.4 Aquifer Protection Planning 

Most of Galiano Island is considered a recharge area and that which is not is predominantly 
located close to the coast in areas at risk from saltwater intrusion.  Since it is not practicable to 
limit development across the entire island, the assessment of land use impacts should consider 
the land use activities and the potential aquifer vulnerability on a site-specific, project by project 
basis. Mitigative strategies may be set in place to reduce impacts where possible.  Best 
management practices can act to guide land development depending on the proposed activity 
and to set measures in place to protect the groundwater resource.   
 
Other communities apply development permit areas for lands that overlie aquifers.  As such, a 
development permit process that encourages groundwater management and protection may be 
more appropriate. For instance, the following items should be considered/incorporated or 
referenced in the OCP for both subdivision and additional development:   
 

• Development and implement of Best Management Practices for road building, land 
clearing, and other land use activities; 

• Emphasis on green development; 
• Incorporating rainwater harvesting and infiltration/recharge enhancement into rainwater 

management and consider the requirement to balance impacts to runoff with these 
measures so there is ‘no net increase in runoff’; 

• Focus on site specific data collection to identify sensitive areas with no soil cover, highly 
permeable soil cover, or intense fracturing or fault zones could be considered; 

• Where additional water supply is required, require appropriate assessment and testing 
standards with follow up monitoring as described in section 6.3;  

• Limit the use of potential groundwater contaminants such as road salt and pesticides 
and herbicides and setting requirements for storage of other chemicals (fuels, etc.) 
above set volumes; and, 

• Within the critical groundwater areas where saline intrusion is identified as a concern, 
develop requirements well construction and operation practices to reduce the potential 
for drawing in saltwater. 

 
With the benefits of feedback from a groundwater monitoring program, it will be possible to 
adjust the development strategies, or mitigate impacts when they are perceived on an island-
wide, or critical groundwater area basis.  
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7.0 CLOSURE 

This report and the information included were compiled exclusively for the Islands Trust and 
presents results of the Galiano Groundwater Study.  This work was carried out in accordance 
with the scope of work for this project and accepted hydrogeological practices. No other 
warranty, expressed or implied, is made as to the professional services provided to the client.  
Any use which a third party makes of this report, or any reliance on or decisions to be made 
based upon it, are the responsibility of such third parties. Waterline accepts no responsibility for 
damages, if any, suffered by any third party as a result of decisions made or actions based on 
this report.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Waterline Resources Inc. 
 Reviewed by: 
 

  
 
 
Shelley Bayne, M.Sc., P.Geo. Darren David, M.Sc., P.Geo. 
Senior Hydrogeologist Principal Hydrogeologist 
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THE ISLANDS TRUST 
 

INVITATION TO QUOTE 
Terms and Conditions 

 
1 BACKGROUND: 
 

The Galiano Local Trust Committee (LTC) is undertaking a review and update of its 
Official Community Plan (OCP) and has identified the need for additional research on 
groundwater issues as a priority.  A Water Advisory Committee has provided a report 
and recommendations to the LTC on issues and concerns related to water on the 
island.  Based on the recommendation of that committee, the LTC has resolved to use 
available funding to support additional research into the state of the water supply on 
Galiano Island.   

 
2 SUMMARY OF REQUIRED GOODS: The Islands Trust is seeking quotations for 

the following deliverables: 
 

Objectives 
 

With the overall goal of protecting groundwater resources, the objectives of the 
research are: 

 
1. To review existing reports and recommend an optimal method for 
identifying critical groundwater areas, including recharge areas and water 
deficient areas 
  
2. To identify data gaps and propose a program of future data gathering  
  
3. To assess the impacts of various existing and potential land uses on 
critical groundwater areas and recommend management strategies. 
 

Specific Questions to be Addressed 
 
1. Assess the utility of using existing Islands Trust watershed mapping to 
delineate/revise groundwater regions 
 
2. Assess the utility of using existing Islands Trust Digital Elevation 
Mapping (DEM) to delineate/revise recharge/discharge areas. 
 
3. Review and comment on standards/criteria for identifying critical 
groundwater areas in previous reports, including commenting on the utility of 
the following groundwater supply measures: 

 
 

a. Demand/storage ratio 
b. Demand estimates 
c. Recharge rates 
d. Storage coefficients 
e. Water balance modeling 
f. Analysis of topography, soils and geologic structure 
 

4. Assess the adequacy of current estimates based on reports in item 3 
above and propose a methodology for delineating or revising critical 
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groundwater areas, including recharge areas and water deficient areas, 
using current data and mapping 
 
5. Identify and comment on potential or confirmed groundwater quality 
issues, including (but not limited to): 

 
a. Saline intrusion 
b. Naturally occurring chemical constituents which may be a risk to 
human health (e.g. Arsenic) 
c. Risk of contamination due to surface sources 
d. Poorly functioning septic systems  

 
6. Assess the potential impact of land use activities, current and permitted 
future, on critical groundwater areas, including the following: 

 
a. Small-lot residential development 
b. Large lot residential development 
c. Land alteration activities, including vegetation and tree removal, 
and road construction 
d. Commercial, industrial and home occupation uses 
 

7. Review and comment on effectiveness of existing relevant regulations, 
specifically: 

 
a. Subdivision servicing regulations 
b. Requirement for cisterns in new construction in Water 
Management Areas 
c. Development Permit Area 4 - Elevated Groundwater Catchment 
Areas 
 

8. Provide recommendations on additional appropriate groundwater 
management measures to address current and potential land use impacts on 
critical areas. 
 
9. Identify issues where additional, reasonably attainable data could 
improve understanding or identification of critical areas.  Recommend a 
program of future data acquisition.    
 

Data Sources 
 
There are a number of existing reports and data sources that should be used 
in the analysis and would be provided to the success proponent by the 
Islands Trust: 
 
1. Existing Galiano groundwater reports: Kohut and Johansen, 1998; 
Harrison, 1994; Thurber, 1993; Mordaunt and Hodge, 1983, Water Advisory 
Committee, 2010. 
2. Mapping: Groundwater vulnerability mapping, watershed modeling, 
Digital Elevation mapping, soils mapping, zoning and build-out. 
3. Subdivision hydrology reports. 
4. Current bylaws, regulations and DPA. 
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In addition, the following reports and data should be used in the analysis and 
obtained independently by the proponent: 
 
1. Ministry of Environment WELLs database, provincial aquifer mapping, 
provincial observation well data. 
2. Best practices documents, such as the Groundwater Bylaws Toolkit. 
3. Other relevant documents or sources 

 
 
Deliverables 
 
1. A report addressing the objectives and specific questions as outlined 
above providing recommendations for management strategies. 
  
2. The expectation is that this would not be a field study, but would be a 
review of existing reports, information and data.  It would not involve 
providing a mapping product, mapping would be carried out by Islands Trust, 
based on recommendations of this review 

 
3. Attend one Local Trust Committee meeting on Galiano Island to provide 
a summary of finds and answer questions. 

 
4. Attend on meeting with Islands Trust staff in Victoria, BC. 
 

 
 
3 CONTRACT TERM/WORK SCHEDULE: 
 

Draft report by March 1, 2011 
 
Final report with edits by March 31, 2011. 

 
4 ENQUIRIES: 
 

All enquiries pertaining to this ITQ shall be directed in writing only to: 
 

Robert Kojima 
Islands Trust 

Island Planner 
Email:  rkojima@islandstrust.bc.ca 

 
Enquiries will be responded to until noon on Thursday, November 18, 2010 

 
 
5 ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS: 
 

Bidders must meet the Islands Trust requirements for experience. The Islands 
Trust will disqualify any bidder who cannot provide the following, when 
requested: 
 
(a) adequately demonstrate that they have the ability to provide the necessary 

expertise and resources to satisfactorily complete the contract. 
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APPENDIX B 
 

GROUNDWATER REGION AND GIS WATERSHED MAPS 
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APPENDIX C 
 

EXAMPLE HYDROGEOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT GUIDANCE 
 

(Source:  Alberta Environment, 2003, Groundwater Evaluation Guideline) 


























