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SALT SPRING — 1
Location: At Central, the intersection of North End, Upper Canges, and Lower Canges

Roads
Date Built: 1896
Builder: A community effort

Historical Notes: One of the first communities to spring up on Salt Spring Island was Central
Settlement, inland from Vesuvius. Here were located the island's first school ("Vesuvius
School", 1864), first post office (1875), first community hall, and first "gaol" ( jail). One of
the island's early stores (Bittancourt's), churches (St. Mark's, 1889), and boarding houses
(Stevens', 1887) were also located nearby.
In 1896 the original log community hall was replaced with this new frame building.
Rev. E. F. Wilson wrote: "Ourfirst 'Agriculture Show' was held October 14, 1896, the new
Public Hall near our house having just been built." For years the hall was flanked on one
side by Vesuvius School, and on the other by the jail (both now gone). The old cemetery
(called "Ganges" or "Union" Cemetery), the final resting place of many island pioneers, is
located directly behind the hail.
In about 1977 Central Hall was both renovated (plumbing finally added!) and
enlarged, by the addition of two small wings (one a kitchen) and a front porch. A stage
and wheelchair ramp were also added, and the foundation renewed. Today, Central Hall
is not only a well-known landmark (one of Salt Spring's oldest public buildings), but a
well-used centre of community activity at the north end of the island.
Sources of Information:— Ed Bettiss, foreman of the renovation project (see SALT SPRING — 21).
— Snapshots of Early Salt Spring, pp. 11, 43, 60-61, 110, 126.
— Times Past , pp. 5, 41-42.
— Rev. E. F. Wilson's diary/joumai, 1868-1908. Photocopy on file at the Provincial
Archives of B.C.
— Mrs. Mary (Purdy) Inglin, long-time island resident.

*»

>

:

St

zz -Central Hall (1984 photo).

49

SI
k

M

'

*

"

SALT SPRING — 2
Location: North End Road, near Central
Date Built: 1889-1892
Builder: Samuel Beddis and his son Charles
Historical Notes: Construction commmencedon Salt Spring's first Anglican church in 1889
on land donated by Mr. and Mrs. Henry Stevens. The work was all donated, as were the
materials. The lumber was brought by scow from Vancouver Island to Vesuvius Bay and
hauled from there to the church site by ox team. The main structure was completed in
1890, but the finishing took several additional years.
On May 15, 1892, Bishop Hill came over from Victoria to hold a dedication
ceremony. The first clergyman to reside on Salt Spring was Rev. J. B. Haslam, whose
ministry continued for about three years. He was followed by Rev. E. F. Wilson, who
came in 1894 and continued his ministry until 1909, when he retired from active work
but continued to live on the island until his death in 1915. He left behind a large family,
many of whom, with their own children, still live on the island, and also a written record
3) was
of Salt Spring life in that era*. Stevens' Boarding House (see SALT SPRING
generally used for the parish meetings.
St. Mark's has been extensively endowed with gifts over the years The unique
Queen Victoria Memorial stained glass window was installed in 1902. The ScottSmediey Memorial Window, installed behind the alter in 1899, was a gift of the Scott
family in memory of two men drowned in Ganges Harbour. The window was made in
England and shipped via Cape Horn. In 1949 a pair of wrought iron gates were installed,
dedicated to the memory of Henry Wright Bullock.
Over the years, St. Mark's has been well looked after and has been enlarged by the
addition of one wing and also a covered entrance with fine new oak doors.
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st •Mark's Anglican Church (1984 photo.)

Sources of Information: St. Mark's Church Diamond lubilee ( 1892 1952 ) booklet.
— Salt Spring Island Heritage Day Tour (July 2, 1983) brochure.
Snapshots of Early Salt Spring, page 126 (c 1897 photo).
Bea Hamilton, 1969. Salt Spring Island, pp. 114-116.
John Rhodes Sturdy, 1965 St. Mark's on the Hill. Chancel Guild of St. Mark's Church,
Ganges, B.C. 23 pages.

—
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* "Sait Spring Island, British Columbia 1895" (Reprinted in Times Past , pp. 59-81); also a diary/ journal
covering the years 1868 to 1908 (photocopy on file at the Provincial Archives of B.C.).

—

SALT SPRING
3
Location: North End Road near Central
Date Built: 1887
Builder: Samuel Beddis and his son Charles
Historical Notes: The Henry Stevens family moved into a
log house on a farm at Central Settlement in 1887.
They hired Samuel Beddis and son Charles to build
this large white frame house which soon became "Ste
vens' Boarding House". It was a very special place, the
focal point for nearly everyone who visited the north
end of Salt Spring Island. Until Ganges began to de
velop ( after c. 1905), there was no where else to stay
on the island except at "Travellers' Rest" in the Burgoyne Valley (see SALT SPRING — 35). For example,
Henry Bullock stayed here (in 1892) while his 12room mansion was being built (now gone), as did Rev.
E. F. Wilson, Salt Spring's new Anglican clergyman in
1894. The parish of St. Mark's also used the boarding
house for most of its regular meetings.
In 1889 Mr. and Mrs. Henry Stevens donated an
acre on the hill above their house for a building site for
an Anglican church (St. Mark's). When Walter Step
hens (a nephew) and his wife Eva inherited the prop
erty, they no longer ran the house as a hotel and named
the property "Church Hill Farm" instead.
Over the years, a lean-to was added to the back of
the house and the attractive wrap-around verandah
removed. Other than that, the house retains much of
its original character.
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Stevens' Boarding House c. 1905 (courtesy Salt Spring Island Community Arts Council).

Sources of Information : — Times Past, pp. 41-43.
— Bea Hamilton, 1969. Salt Spring Island, pp.
104, 115. ..
— Snapshots of Early Salt Spring, page 43.
— St Mark's Church Diamond lubilee
( 1892 1952 ) booklet.
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"Stevens' Boarding House" as a private residence in 1984.
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The Collins House (1984 photo).

SALT SPRING — 4
Location: North End Road
Date Built: 1895
Builder: John Topham Collins
Historical Notes: The Collins family, consisting of J. T. Collins, his wife and her sister,
Miss Ellen Mary Pedder, three sons and daughter, left England and came to Salt Spring
Island in 1895. They purchased 100 acres near the Central Settlement (formerly owned
by Levi Davis, one of the original Negro settlers who arrived c. 1860) and hired Japanese
workers to helpclearthe land. Within a short time, they had built a house and developed
a mixed farm. Briefly, John Collins operated Henry Bullock's English Creamery Co. which
produced both cheese and butter (see SALT SPRING— 6).
Today the Collins house is in excellent condition, having been carefully renewed
and renovated by the present owners.
Sources of Information: — Times Past, pp. 18-20, 34.
— Bea Hamilton, 1969. Salt Spring Island, pp. 110-112.
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The Stark Farmhouse (1984 photo).

SALT SPRING 5
Location: Stark Road, between St. Mary Lake and Walker Hook
Date Built: c. 1900
Builder: Willis and John Stark
Historical Notes: In the 1850s, settlement in the colony of Vancouver Island was legal only
on land which the Crown had bought from the Indians and surveyed, and which
originally cost a pound an acre (about five dollars then), in the late 1850s, Governor
James Douglas was pressured to permit "pre-emption" of unsurveyed Crown land by
settlers who would not have to pay for it until it was surveyed, by which time they
hopefully wouid be able to afford it. Salt Spring became one of the favoured areas for
settlement. Because it was uninhabited (though the local Cowichan Indians paid it
seasonal visits), the Crown felt it had clearer title to it than to Indian-occupied land.
In July, 1859, Douglas authorized 29 settlers to pre-empt land on "Tuam Island", as
Salt Spring was sometimes called. Several of these first families were black people who
had emigrated to British territory to escape the worsening racial prejudice in the United

States.
One black family which pre-empted Salt Spring land in that period was Louis Stark,

his wife Sylvia, and their two small children, Serena and Willis. They reached Vesuvius
Bay in August of 1860, bringing with them what are said to be the island's first dairy cattle.
The third Stark child, John Edward Stark, was born several months after their arrival and
became one of the first babies born on the island.
Sylvia's parents, Howard and Hannah Estes, were slaves in the state of Missouri. Her
father had taken his family name from his owner, Tom Estes. Hannah and the children
52
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were the "property" of a baker named Charles Leopold. Eventually, Howard Estes was
permitted to go to California and work in the gold fields to raise money to purchase his
freedom and that of his family. After the entire family moved to California, in 1855 Sylvia
married Louis Stark, whose mother had been a slave and who had grown up on a fruit
plantation in Kentucky.
In 1858, the Stark and Estes families joined a group of over 600 freed slaves who had
received permission from Governor Douglas to settle in what is now British Columbia.
The two families came to Victoria where Howard Estes bought a farm in Saanich. *
In about 1860 the Starks began working their pre-emption near Vesuvius Bay.
Following the arduous task of clearing the land, they planted fruit trees, vegetable
gardens, and even wheat. Their livestock provided the family fresh meat, eggs, and milk.
In the late 1860s, however, after two black men were murdered by Indians in the
Vesuvius area, Louis Stark requested that the government transfer his pre-emption rights
to another claim and moved his family to the north side of Ganges Harbour. That area,
now known as "Fruitvale", was considered to be less vulnerable to harassment by
Indians. The Starks lived there until c. 1875, when the family moved to the "Cranberry
District" near Nanaimo. Willis stayed behind to look after the family farm.
Although the history of the Stark family is somewhat uncertain during the next
period, in roughly 1890 Sylvia returned to Salt Spring with two of her children, Marie and
Abraham. Willis and his grandfather, Howard Estes, then built Sylvia a log cabin (now
gone) on land Willis had previously pre-empted (1884), located where Stark Road is
today. Howard Estes, Sylvia's father, also lived there with them.t
Jn about 1900, the two Stark brothers, WiI lis and John, with the help of a carpenter,
built a new log house for their mother. This farmhouse, still standing on Stark Road, is
where Willis and his mother lived together for many years.4 The house is made from logs
(with walls a foot thick!) and did not have siding added until probably the late 1920s.
Originally an attached shed, the wing was enclosed to add an extra room in about the
1960s. The Stark farmhouse represents the oldest black residence still standing on Salt
Spring and is now the home of Mrs. Ethel ( Wallace) Claibourne, one of Sylvia Stark's
granddaughters.
Sources of information: Mrs. Ethel Claibourne, Mrs. Myrtle Holloman, and Mr. Oscar Wallace, all children of
Marie Albertina (Stark) Wallace, and grandchildren of Louis and Sylvia Stark.
— "The Sylvia Stark Story" by Marie Albertina (Stark) Wallace. Transcript on file at the
Provincial Archives of B.C. (Excerpts were published in a series of 12 articles in the Gulf
Islands Driftwood, from November 1979 to February 1980, under the heading "The
History of the Stark Family ")
— Crawford Kilian, 1978. Co Do Some Great Thing. The Black Pioneers of British Colum
bia, pp. 101-115 .
— Snapshots of Early Salt Spring, pp. 8, 34,35,39.

—

¬

* Hannah Estes passed away in 1868 and was buried in the Pioneer Cemetery of Christ Church Cathedral,
Victoria. Her tombstone may still be found in what is now known as Pioneer Park .
t Howard Estes died fighting a forest fire on Salt Spring in 1892. He was buried in the "Ganges Cemetery" at
Central, behind the Community Hall. His son-in-law, Louis Stark, was murdered near Nanaimo in 1895.
$ Willis Stark died at age 86 in 1943. His mother, Sylvia Stark, died a year later, at about age 105. Both were
buried in the Ganges Cemetery at Central.
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Bullock's Old Creamery (1984 photo).
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SALT SPRING — 6
Location: Upper Ganges Road
Date Built: Converted to a creamery c. 1895
Builder: Original builder unknown; creamery conversion under the direction of Henry
Bullock
Historical Notes: Henry Wright Bullock, "The Squire of Salt Spring", came to the island in
1892 and commissioned Reid Bittancourt to build him a mansion for the sum of two
thousand dollars. The result is pictured in Snapshots of Early Salt Spring (p. 27). While the
building was underway, fruit, nut ( walnut and chestnut) and ornamental trees were
planted on the 300-acre estate. A dairy farm was developed and chickens and vegetables
were also raised. Bullock brought boys from orphanages to his farm to work for him and
to receive training in agriculture and animal husbandry (and deportment!). Bullock
enjoyed entertaining and opened his mansion to island tea parties, dinners, picnics, and
grand balls. The Bullock Farm was soon a model of the English country estate.
Originally a barn (builder and date unknown) on the property when he bought the
estate, Bullock enlarged this building and converted it into the island's first creamery
c. 1895. The creamery, known as the "Salt Spring Island English Creamery," was run by
John Collins and is reported to have produced both butter and cheese. When it did not
prosper, however, Bui lock closed it and converted the building into a residence, adding a
kitchen, bathroom, and fireplace.
After Mr. Bullock's death in 1946, farming activities on the estate diminished. Later,
the great house was destroyed by fire. Fortunately, Bullock's old creamery has been
lovingly renewed (in keeping with its original style) to remind us of the Bullock era on Salt
Spring. Note the building's stone foundation.
Sources of Information: — Times Past, pp. 18, 25, 29-31.
— Bea Hamilton, 1969. Salt Spring Island, pp. 103-110, 112.

— "Henry Wright Bullock: The Squire of Saltspring." In: The Cult Islanders,
pp. 16-19.

— Snapshots of Early Salt Spring, p. 27.

— James K. Nesbitt, 1957. "Famous Butter Passes into HIstory." The Victoria Daily Colonist,
September 15, p. 20.
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SALT SPRING — 7
Location: Upper Ganges Road
Date Built:c. 1893
Builder: Banjamin Lundy
Historical Notes: Benjamin Lundy pre-empted 49 acres in 1892, lying between what was to
become the Bullock farm to the north and east (around Bullock Lake) and the farm of
Rev. E. F Wilson, to the west. Using lumber shipped from California, Lundy built this fine
house in about 1893 and was finally granted the land from the Crown in 1896 (for $49).
He sold 20 acres of his property to Henry W. Bullock a few months later, which gave "the
Squire of Salt Spring" full control of Bui lock Lake and gave Lundy the money he needed to
help pay for his new house. Although he worked on the Bullock estate as an orchardist,
Lundy also farmed his own holdings, which he expanded in 1900 by buying 13 V2 acres
from Rev. Wilson (for $ 236).
After Benjamin Lundy died in 1931, followed by his wife Anna Marie (Sampson) in
1938, the property was passed on to their daughters, Mrs. William C. Hele (Edith) and
Mrs. Jones (Elizabeth). The Lundy House remained in the Hele family until just a few years
ago and was well-preserved by them for many years. William H. Hele, one of Benjamin
Lundy's grandsons, renewed the roof, foundation, and upper balcony in the 1970s, and
was careful to maintain the home's original appearance.
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The Lundy House (1984 photo).

Sources of Information: — Robert C. Hele, another of Benjamin Lundy's grandsons.
— Records in the Surveys and Land Records Branch, Ministry of Lands, Parks and Housing,
and in the Land Title Office.

SALT SPRING — 8
Location: Upper Ganges Road
Date Built: 1905
Builder: William Scott Ritchie, possibly assisted by the Beddis brothers or Reid Bittancourt
Historical Notes: Scotsman W. Scott Ritchie, who attended agricultural college in the old
country, came to Salt Spring Island in 1904 to visit two of his cousins, Andrew J. Smith
(see SALT SPRING— 11) and Mrs. George Halley. On June 6 , 1905, Ritchie became
engaged to one of Rev. E. F. Wilson's daughters, Evelyn ( widow of Charles Tolson).
According to the Reverend, Ritchie " secured seven acres of land and started to build a
very nice house." It is likely that Scott Ritchie was assisted by local builders, possibly
either the Beddis brothers or Reid Bittancourt, for the wedding was just 3 months later, on
September 2, 1905, at St. Mark 's Anglican Church.
This beautiful home was one of those featured on the Heritage Day Tour in 1983
because of its fine character and near-original condition, both inside and out.
Sources of information:— Rev. E. F. Wilson's diarv/journal, 1868-1908. Photocopy on file at the Provinciai
—
—

—

Archives of B .C .
Salt Spring Isiand Heritage Day Tour (July 2, 1983 ) brochure.
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The Ritchie House (1984 photo).

.

Times Past, pp 47-48, 52
Mrs . Patricia Lawson, former owner of the Ritchie House.
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The Norton House (1984 photo).

SALT SPRING — 9
Location; Mildred Lane ( formerly Norton Road)
Date Built: c . 1900
Builder: Probably Walter Norton
Historical Notes: In his pamphlet " Salt Spring Island, British Columbia 1895 ,"* Rev. E. F.
Wilson indicated that John Norton came to Salt Spring in 1860, one of the island's earliest "
white settlers. Although Portuguese, originally with the surname Delavere, he had been
dubbed "John Norton" by the English crew of the ship which carried him to this part of the
world. The name stuck and he never reverted to his original surname.
It has been said that when John Norton met Estalon Bittancourt, a fellow Portuguese,
in Victoria, he urged him to homestead on Salt Spring Island. By 1895 Norton owned
200 acres, with about 40 under cultivation. He farmed the area north of where the new
Lady Minto Hospital is located. At that time Norton raised oats, peas, hay, potatoes,
carrots, and "mangold" (beets).
This frame house was probably built by Walter Norton, one of John Norton's sons. It
remains in the Norton family, now owned by one of Walter's daughters. Although the
exterior is presently finished with very plain asphalt siding, a small amount of ornate trim
on the porch adds character to the building The original interior woodwork, both
upstairs and down is still in place and in excellent condition.
Sources of Information:— Times Past , pp. 14, 27-28.

—

.

Pioneer." Saanich Peninsula and Gulf Islands Review,
— "Fred Bittancourt— An Island
Sept. 13, 1950, pp. 1, 7.
— Snapshots of Early Salt Spring, p. 12.
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Reprinted in Times Past, pp. 59-81.
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The Scovell House (1984 photo).

SALT SPRING — 10
Location: Upper Ganges Road, opposite Churchill Road
Date Built: c . 1898
Builder: W. Thomas Scovell and/or J. C. (Jack) Scovell *
Historical Notes: The precise origin of the Scovell House has yet to be completed
unravelled. Section 4, Range 3 East, upon which this house sits, was granted by the
Crown to John Craven Jones in 1882. Jones, a black man educated at Oberlin College in
Ohio, was the first teacher at Salt Spring's first school, Vesuvius (Central) School, which
opened in 1864. He was also one of seven councillors elected when Salt Spring
incorporated (briefly) in 1873. At any rate, in 1885 Jones sold out to John Norton, who
was farming the adjacent section to the North. Norton owned the property for 13 years,
and presumably farmed part of it, before selling to Whitmore Thomas Scovell in 1898.
W. Thomas Scovell was either a brother or cousin of long-time Salt Spring resident
J. C . (Jack) Scovell. Although not remembered by most old-timers, there is no doubt that
Thomas Scovell did indeed live on Salt Spring: he is in the B.C. Directory from 1892 to

1 fi

1899, on the voters list for 1898, and in a photograph (in Nora Nixon's collection) with

Jack Scovell and other islanders, taken c. 1897. When Thomas died in about 1915 his
property was passed on to Jack Scovell, who lived in this house until his own death in
1927. The Browns bought it in 1930 and have owned it ever since.
it is not known exactly when Jack Scovell came to Salt Spring from Ireland, but
records reveal that in 1888 he purchased Section 3 to the south. When another Irishman,
Fred Crofton, came to the island to "study farming" in 1897, he stayed with Scovell on his
farm at the head of Ganges Harbour. In August of 1903, Fred Crofton bought Section 3
from Jack Scovell, a month before his marriage to Frances Nona Wilson, one of
Rev. E. F. Wilson's daughters. During the First World War, Mrs. Crofton had a large guest

house built which later was expanded to become the well-known Harbour House Hotel
fire, c 1972).
In 1903, then, it is likely that Jack Scovell (a bachelor ) shared this house with his
brother, Thomas. Later on, the house was enlarged with an additional bedroom to
accommodate a visiting sister. Apparently Jack continued to farm, although he was also a
Salt Spring Justice of the Peace for several years around the turn of the century.
After William and Dorothea Brown acquired the property, her mother,
Mrs. Moorehouse, operated a private school ( fromc. 1932 to 1937) in a small annex built
by the Scovells. Today, although hidden from the road, the schoolhouse is not only still
standing but appears to be in near-original condition. The interior of the Scovell house is
said to be immaculate and original, but the exterior has been recovered with asphalt
siding.
Sources of Information:— Snapshots of Early Salt Spring, pp. 32, 47, 60, 66.
*
— Times Past, pp 20-22.
— Lillian Horsdal, 1973, "Des Crofton recalls pioneers who made Salt Spring the paradise
it is today." The Daily Colonist , Dec. 2. pp. 4-5, 12.
— The Memoirs of Leonard Tolson, an early Salt Spring resident, courtesy of Mrs. Nora
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Mrs. Moorehouse's Private School (1984 photo).

Nixon.
Land Title Office records.
— "List of voters of the several Electoral Districts in the Province of British Columbia used at
the general election, 1898." Queen's Printer, Victoria
— The Williams' Official British Columbia Directory for 1892 (also for 1893, 94-95,

—

(Tolson)

.

.

|

97-99)

|

— Henderson's British Columbia Cazetter and Directory for 1891 (also for 1898, 1905,

1

1910).

* Other accounts, such as in Times Past, attribute the construction of this house to Ross Mahon in the 1880s or
1890s. Land Title Office records reveal that Mahon never owned the property, however.
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SALT SPRING — 11
Location: North of Lower Ganges Road, on Blain Road
Date Built: c. 1903-04
Builder: John or Walter Norton
Historical Notes: Andrew J. Smith came to Salt Spring Island in about 1900. In 1903 he and
K. George Halley purchased farmland from John Norton (see SALT SPRING — 9 ) north of
Lower Ganges Road (near today's Greenwoods intermediate Care Home).
Records have not yet come to light which indicate exactly when this two-storey
farmhouse was built, or by whom. The consensus seems to be, however, thatthe dwelling
was built for A. J Smith by John Norton and/or his son, Walter, just prior to Smith's
marriage to Margaret Halley in April of 1904 .
The Smiths brought Jersey cattle to Salt Spring from Oregon and established a large
dairy farm here, supplying cream to the nearby creamery at the foot of Ganges Hill (see
SALT SPRING — 25). Mrs. "Maggie" Smith was said to have been a mainstay of the Salt
Spring Dramatic Club, which staged numerous productions at Mahon Hall (see SALT
SPRING — 22). They lived hereuntilc . 1925, when Andrew had a heart attack and had to
leave the farming business. The farm was sold to Ron and Colin King in 1926.
The original verandah and prominent front stairway of the Smith Farmhouse have
been removed, as has a ground-floor bedroom added for Mrs. John Halley, Mrs. Smith's
mother The present owners have added a second-storey sun porch (supported on tall
posts) which commands a panoramic view of the Ganges Harbour area.
Sources of Information:— Records of the Vital Statistics Branch, Ministry of Health, and the Land Title Office.
— Jack Smith, son of Andrew and Margaret Smith(. Halley)
.
— J. Kenneth Halley, nephew of Mrs. A. J. Smith nee
— Morton Stratton, 1981. "Early Salt Spring home builders — The Bittancourts and the
Nortons". Gulf Islands Driftwood , May 27, p. 17.
— Times Past , pp. 28, 52 .

.
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The A. J. Smith Farmhouse (1984 photo).
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— Snapshots of Early Salt Spring, pp. 12, 111.
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SALT SPRING — 12
Location: Lower Ganges Road, opposite Mildred Lane (formerly Norton Road)
Date Built: c. 1912
Builder: John Halley
Historical Notes: Mr. John Halley, an architect formerly from Glasgow, built this distinctive
residence with the help of local carpenters. He and his family lived here only a short time
before building a unique block and stone dwelling in about 1914 on "Castle Island"
(officially known as First Sister Island) in Ganges Harbour. This house was sold to family
friend W. E. (Will) Scott, who had left his large farm on the eastern shore of Ganges
Harbour to become Deputy Minister of Agriculture in Victoria, a post which he held from
1910 to 1918
Will Scott had come out from England in 1892. By 1895 he had acquired an estate of
700 acres extending almost the entire length of Scott Road and had established a large
orchard and mixed farm in the area known as "Fruitvale". The property was formerly
owned by Louis Stark (see SALT SPRING — 5 ). Scott built a wharf there from which scows
could be loaded with cases of apples, pears, and prunes for shipment to Victoria,
Nanaimo, and Vancouver His younger brothers, Frank and Geoff, took over the opera¬
tion of the Scott farm when Will accepted the government post in Victoria.
The Scotts' daughter, Maud ("Tommy"), lived in the family home up until just a few
years ago when she passed away. Tommy Scott was for years the private secretary to
Gilbert Mouat, manager of Mouat's store. During that time she also became the major
shareholder in Sait Spring Island Trading Company, Mouat's major competitor!
Situated on a bluff with a view of Ganges Harbour, the Tommy Scott House is itself a
landmark in the area, with brown cedar siding and bright yellow trim.
Sources of Information : — Snapshots of Early Salt Spring, pp. 14, 27, 31.
— Mr. J. Kenneth Halley and Mr. Jack Smith, grandsons of John Halley.
— Esther Brown, B.C. Ministry of Agriculture, Victoria.
— Rev. E. F. Wilson, 1895. "Salt Spring Island, British Columbia". In: Times Past, pp. 67,
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The Tommy Scott House (1984 photo).
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The Bittancourt House (1984 photo).

SALT SPRING — 14
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A Bittancourt Dowry House (iocated at Vesuvius Bay;
1981 photo by Beth Hill).
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SALT SPRING — 13
Location: Rainbow Road, on the grounds of the Farmers' Institute
Date Built: c . 1886
Builder: Estalon Jose Bittancourt
Historical Notes: In 1895, Rev. E. F. Wilson observed that a large number of nationalities
were represented in the population of Salt Spring Island (then numbering approx. 450).
Among the Portuguese settlers were Estalon Jose Bittancourt and his brother Manoel, who
probably settled at Vesuvius in the 1860s. Estalon married, raised a family of 9 children
and became a successful farmer and businessman. He also operated sandstone quarries
at Vesuvius (in the 1880s) and was a prominent builder. In the 1870s he built an
impressive family home which included space for Vesuvius' first general store. Later the
store was developed into a hotel, known for years as the Vesuvius Bay Hotel (or Lodge).
Unfortunately, it was destroyed by fire in 1975. In 1880 Estalon helped build St. Paul's
Roman Catholic Church at Fulford Harbour. Five other E . j. Bittancourt* houses survive:
(1) The Bittancourt House, built c . 1886. Originally an annex to the Vesuvius Bay
Hotel and used for overflow accommodation, this house may also have been occupied by
Estalon's son, Fred (and family). Threatened with destruction because of planned ferry
terminal expansion, in 1980 the Heritage Committee of the Salt Spring Island Farmers'
Institute moved the Bittancourt House from its original location to its present site on the
Farmers' institute grounds. The B. C. Heritage Trust provided a grant to assist relocation
and restoration of the building, which now serves the community as Salt Spring's first
museum (The Bittancourt Heritage House Museum).
(2) Three "dowry" houses, probably built in the 1880s. These were constructed as
dowries for three of his six daughters and were probably never lived in by Bittancourts.
Often vacant, they were rented out and eventually sold. All three have been remodelled
to some degree, but the one illustrated is the closest to the original in appearance. It is
also the one which has been moved up the hill a short distance. The other two are still in
their original locations at Vesuvius Bay. A photograph in Snapshots of Early Salt Spring
(p. 20) shows all three on the waterfront c. 1890.
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(3 ) A

small Catholic chapel at Vesuvius, possibly built in 1898 or 1899, later

christened "The Ark". In 1878 Father Donckele was the first Roman Catholic missionary
to visit Salt Spring. He said the first mass at Vesuvius in a private chapel located in a topfloor room in the Bittancourt home. The priest visited about once a month, even after the
dedication of St. Paul's in 1885. Later, this separate chapel was built a short distance up
the road. The small building was finally sold during the Second World War and named
"The Ark", following its conversion to a private residence. The covered bell still hangs in
its original position, but no longer tolls for the area's Catholics.
Sources of information: — Snapshots of Early Salt Spring, pp. 11, 18, 20, 78.
— Times Past, pp. 6, 13-16, 76, 77.
— Salt Spring Island Heritage Day Tour (July 2, 1983) brochure,
— Roberta J. Pazdro, 1981. "B.C Heritage Trust involved on Salt Spring Island." Heritage
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West, Winter '81, pp. 8-9.
Morton Stratton, 1981. "Early Salt Spring home builders — The Bittancourts and the
Nortons." Culf Islands Driftwood, May 27, p 17.
"Fred Bittancourt — an island pioneer." Saanich Peninsula and Culf Islands Review,
Sept. 13, 1950, pp. 1, 7.
St . Paul's Historical Committee, 1980. St. Paul 's WO Tear Celebration.
(pamphlet).
Mrs, Ruth Heinekey, long- time Vesuvius resident.

SALT SPRING — 15
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* E. J. Bittancourt should not be confused with his nephew (Manoel's son), Abraham Reid Bittancourt, who was another fine
craftsman and well -known Salt Spring builder. Reid Bittancourt was commissioned to build Henry Bullock's 12-room mansion in
1892 (now gone), and also built his own splendid house and store at the foot of Ganges Hill in 1904, later to become Dr. Francis'
Nursing home (also now gone). Reid also worked on the Salt Spring Creamery, the T. W. Mouat Farmhouse, and Mahon Hail (see
SALT SPRING — 25, 16, and 22).
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The Bittancourt Chapel ("The Ark") at Vesuvius Bay (1984 photo).
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Detail of the Chapel bell (1981 photo by Beth Hill).
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The T. W. Mouat Farmhouse (1984 photo).

SALT SPRING — 16
Location: Tripp Road, near St. Mary Lake
Date Built: 1890
Builder: Mr. Herd and A. Reid Bittancourt for the T. W. Mouat family
Historical Notes: Shetland Islanders Thomas (T. VV.) and Jane Mouat came to Salt Spring
in
1885, after stopovers in Spokane and Nanaimo, and took up residence on St. Mary
Lake
with a Crown Grant of 153 acres (at the cost of $ 153). The area had been partially cleared
and included a log house (now gone) built by the previous settlers, the Copelands. This
new house was built for the Mouat family in 1890. The Mouats farmed their land
and
developed a mixed herd of Jerseys and Holsteins, as well as a large poultry flock. Most of
the produce was sold in Nanaimo.
Thomas Mouat died at the early age of 45 in 1898, leaving his widow with
11 children. With the help of her children, Mrs. Mouat continued to operate the farm
until 1907, when she and her son Gilbert purchased the general store operated by
Malcolm and Purvis in Ganges. The farm was then rented out until sold after the First
World War.
Although modest renovations have taken place, the Mouat Farmhouse has been
thoughtfully renewed by the present owners and has retained much of its heritage

character.

Sources of information:

Past, pp. 22-26, 67, 70.
— Times
Spring Island Heritage Day Tour duly 2, 1983 ) brochure.
—— Sait
Bea Hamilton, 1969. Salt Spring Island, p. 147.
of Early Salt Spring, p. 27.
— Snapshots
— Morton Stratton, 1981. "Early Salt Spring home builders— The Bittancourts and the

Nortons." Culf Islands Driftwood, May 27, p. 17.
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SALT SPRING
17
Location: Baker Road, at Booth Bay
Date Built: c. 1911-1913
Builder: Malcolm Mouat and Ernest A. Crofton
Historical Notes: The Booth Bay Resort, located at the mouth of Booth Inlet, is situated on
land originally Crown-granted to Percy Hull Brown in 1886. According to Land Title
Office records, Brown received 136 /2 relatively isolated acres along the waterfront of
Booth Bay and Booth Inlet for $136.50. In 1897, he sold the parcel to Gavin C. Mouat of
Spokane*, brother of Thomas W. Mouat (see SALT SPRING— 16), who in turn transferred
one-half interest to his cousin, Malcolm Mouat. Gavin never lived there, but "Uncle
Mac" was a boat-builder and presumably found it useful to be on such a protected
shoreline. He lived off and on in Brown's old house (now gone), and in about 1911 built
(but didn't finish) this large frame house in a sunny location overlooking the bay.
In September of 1912 Mary Susanna Crofton, a sister of the colourful Henry Wright
Bullock (see SALT SPRING— 6), bought the property. Her husband, Ernest A. Crofton,
was the brother of Alfred G. (Fred) Crofton, whose home at the head of Ganges Harbour
was converted into the renowned Harbour House Hotel during the First World War. With
the help of ski lied carpenters, Ernest completed the dwelling, and is most likely responsi¬
ble for adding the up-swept ridge ends which contribute to its distinctive, slightly-oriental
character.
The Croftons then resided at Booth Bay for a period of over 30 years, before selling to
theConlans in 1943 . Itwasn'tuntil John Bevill Acland and his wife, Marjorie, bought the
prope*rty in 1948 that a resort was created ("Acland's") by opening up rooms in the house
for guests and serving meals in adining room. It became "Booth Bay Resort" after Thomas
W. Portlock took over in 1961 and guest cottages were added. When Mr. Portlock died,
his wife carried on until 1971 but was no longer able to offer meals. Subsequent owners
kept the resort open, but itwasn'tuntil c. 1978 that Gay Utter enlarged the dining room in
the main lodge and opened a restaurant called "The Bay Window."
Although the original 136-acre Crown Grant has been whittled down to 11 acres
and renovations have taken place, the Booth Bay Resort still retains much of the charm
and character created by its early owners and inhabitants.
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The Booth Bay Resort (1984 photo).

Sources of Information:— Jessie (Mouat) Toynbee, daughter of T. W. Mouat.
— Colin and Ivan Mouat, grandsons of T. W. Mouat.
— Donovan Patrick Crofton, son of Fred Crofton
— Patrick Crofton, grandson of Fred Crofton.
— Mrs. Valeen Blackburn— present co proprietor of the Booth Bay Resort.
— Land Title Office records
— Snapshots of Early Salt Spring, p. 47.
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* Not to be confused with Gavin C. Mouat, sonofThomasW. and jane Mouat and one of the "Mouat Brothers"

of Ganges.
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SALT SPRING — 18
Location: Layard Road, off Rainbow Road, Booth Bay Area
Date Built: 1906
Builder: Col . B. V. Layard and sons, Arthur and Camville
Historical Notes: At the direction of their father, Col . B. V. Layard ( British Army), who
wished to retire in British Columbia, Arthur (Toby) and Camville came to Salt Spring in
1905 to look for a suitable location. Col . Layard apparently approved of the attractive

* 1

1

property owned by E. Bittancourt which they found on the south shore of the Booth
Canal, for he and his wife came to Vesuvius in 1906 to begin work on a dwelling. A pre
cut, packaged house was purchased in New Westminster and barged over to Booth Bay.
The Layards named their home "Riversdale" after a location in Ireland, and lived there
until 1914, when the sons were called to the war and their parents moved to Deep Cove.
In 1931 the Layards began building waterfront housekeeping cabins and opened Rain
bow Beach Camp. In 1964 the property was sold to the Staceys, who kept the Camp open
until c. 1982, when the property was divided and the portion with the cabins sold to a
¬
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The Layard House (1984 photo).

private group
The Layard House, with its attractive gambrel roof and belleast eaves, has been very
well maintained over its nearly 80 years.

— Paul Layard, grandson of Col. B. V. Layard.

Source of Information:
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SALT SPRING — 19
Location: McGiliRoad, off Sunset Drive, near Stone Cutters Bay
Date Built: c. 1904-1908
Builder: Unknown
Historical Notes: Apparently Richard Percy Elliott Roberts was the first (in 1896) to own the
157 acre parcel at Stone Cutters Bay, later to become the Simson farm. Percy Roberts was
the eldest son of Rev. R. J. Roberts of Kuper Island.
In approximately 1904 the property was purchased by Percy's brother-in-law, John
Owen Halliwell Walcot, who married Mary Roberts, Percy's sister. In 1904 Walcot
moved from Stone Cutters Ridge a house which now forms the middle section of the ,
existing dwelling. Its exact history is not yet known. He also built (or had built) a wide
one-storey addition on the seaward side of the original building and planted extensive
orchards.
In 1907 General Lewis F. Green-Wilkinson purchased the property and attached a
t two-storey addition to the dwelling (c. 1908). Green-Wilkinson developed a
chicken farm on the property and sold eggs to the Mouat Bros. Store in Ganges.
In about 1927 Harry and Margaret Simson came to Salt Spring from Saturna and
purchased the farm. They cultivated the apple orchards and developed a large Jersey
dairy, supplying the creamery in Ganges with fresh cream. Road access in those days was
via North End Road; Sunset Drive was merely a sheep trail.
The Simsons have maintained the building's original finish, both inside and out. It is
hoped that the reported foundation problem will not sound the death knell of this unique
heritage building.
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Sources of Information : — Times Past, pp. 39-40.
— Ian Simson, eldest son of Harry and Margaret Simson
— Ken Halley, former island resident.
Collin Mouat, long-time local resident
— The Archives of the Anglican Synod of the Diocese of B C.
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The Simson House, seaward side (1984 photo).
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The youngest portion of the Simson House (1984 photo).
:
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SALT SPRING — 20
Location: North Beach Road, Fernwood Area
Date Built: c. 1919
Builder: Constructed by local builders for Robert Roberts
Historical Notes: James Dunlop ("Dun") Halley, one of John Halley's sons (see SALT
SPRING 12) who preceded his father to Sait Spring, purchased the Hampton farm on
Section 9, Range 1 North in the Fernwood area c. 1905. The Halleys worked their land
for c . 35 years and developed a mixed farm with poultry (eggs were marketed through the
Mouats), apple and pear orchards, and Jersey cattle. They supplied cream to the Salt
Spring Island Creamery at Ganges (see SALT SPRING— 25).
In about 1914 Robert C. Roberts, sonof Kuper Island's Rev. Robert J. Roberts, bought
10 acres of the farm and finally had this house built c. 1919. It was sold to the Norman
Howland family in 1922. Previously employed by the Hudson's Bay Co., Mr. Howland
came to Salt Spring to try his hand at farming. The family initially established a berry farm
(loganberries ?), but finally turned to mixed farming to survive the Depression. Later on,
Norm Howland went to work at Mouat's store, where he was employed for many years.
The farm was eventually sold in 1958 to the Ariss family who now raise sheep on the land.
The house has been well-maintained over the years and the original appearance
retained, both inside and out. For example, the interior finish is the original vertical 3inch " V-joint", painted white. One noticeable change, however, is that part of the front
porch has been glassed-in to create a sun room.
Sources of Information: j. Kenneth Halley, son of James Dunlop Halley.
— "Salt Spring loses pioneer." Culf Islands Driftwood, October 18, 1978.
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The Howland House (1984 photo).
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The Bettiss House

(1984

photo).
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SALT SPRING — 21
Location: Walker Hook Road, near the Fernwood Wharf
Date Built: c . 1942
Builder: Victor Bettiss
Historical Notes: Although not nearly as old as the other heritage buildings selected for Salt
Spring Island, the Bettis House is of interest for another reason.
Islanders whose memories go back to the 1920s will remember that there used to be
a very substantial poultry exhibition house on the fairgrounds at Mahon Hall. In 1925 it
was converted into a two-room school house and used for high school classes until 1940,
when the Consolidated School at Ganges opened, just next door.
Victor Bettiss was the successful bidder on the building and carefully dismantled it,
piece by piece. Following a plan designed by architect Herbert L. Bowden (a brother-inlaw) to use the salvaged materials at hand, he built this house at Fernwood for his family.
The distinctive gabled hip roof resembles the style preferred by E. Bittancourt for his
dowry houses at Vesuvius several decades earlier (see SALT SPRING— 14). The house is
in excellent condition and still in the Bettiss family.

—

.

Sources of Information: Edward Bettiss, the current owner and son of Victor Bettiss
— Snapshots of Early Salt Spring, p. 67.
— Peter Cartwright, Jack Smith, Colin Mouat, and Ivan Mouat, former students at the
"chicken house" high school.
— John B. Foubister, former principal of the "chicken house" high school.
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SALT SPRING
22
Location: Lower Ganges Road, at Rainbow Road
Date Built: c. 1902
Builder: Reid Bittancourt and others
Historical Notes: Even though the new community hall at Central (see SALT SPRING — 1)
had just opened two years earlier, in 1898 the Island's Agricultural and Fruit Growers
Association began to consider building an agricultural hall of its own on Ganges Harbour,
in 1900 the decision to go ahead was made and the Association purchased a half-acre site
from Frank Scott, who had a farm fronting the sea. Money was raised and by the fall of
1901 work on the new agricultural hall, under the direction of Reid Bittancourt, was
underway. Late in 1901, Ross Mahon loaned the Association (in the form of a mortgage)
$1,000 to help finish the building and purchase an additional four acres for exhibition
grounds. In 1902 the project had been substantially completed, although financial
obligations were still outstanding.
Following Ross Mahon's tragic death in 1903 *, his brother, Henry, and other family
members offered to return the $ 1,000 mortgage held on the Association property in
return for the new hall being named "Mahon Memorial Hall". The offer was accepted
" with heart-felt thanks" and a brass plaque was mounted with the name by which the halt
has been known ever since.
The annual Salt Spring Agricultural Exhibition was held at Mahon Hall for many
decades. The hall was also used for dances, recitals, dramatic productions, school
concerts, and indoor recreation. In 1942 the hall and exhibition grounds were purchased
by School District No. 64. However, Mahon Hall is still used as a community hall and arts
and recreation facility, and remains "an integral and essential part of island life".
Recently, the Salt Spring Exhibition has been held on the grounds of the Farmers' Institute
up Rainbow Road.
A community-supported "restoration" project upgraded Mahon Hall in about 1982
by (among other things) renewing the roof and the south (arched) entrance, and adding a
wheelchair ramp.
Sources of Information:— Morton Stratton, 1984. "Mahon Hall built 80 years ago for $1,180." Cult Islands
Driftwood, April 25, pp. 10-11.
— Morton Stratton, 1981. "Mahon brothers left community hall." Culf Islands Driftwood,
June 10, p. 7.
— "Strong community supportgiven to restoration." Gulf Islands Driftwood,July 21, 1982,
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Mahon Memorial Hall (1984 photo).

p. 2.

— Snapshots of Early Salt Spring, pp. 92, 110, 111, 113.
* At the early age of 38, Ross Mahon drowned while swimming near his home at Long Harbour. He and his
brother, Henry, were grandsons of Sir Ross Mahon, first Baronet of Castlegar, Co. Galway, Ireland, and came to Salt
Spring in the 1880s. Early B.C. Directories not only list them as farmers, but also as merchants, proprietors of the
"H & R Mahon General Store, Ganges Harbour".
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The Mouats' Boarding House (L) and Store (R) in the 1920s
(photo courtesy J. K. Halley).

SALT SPRING — 23
Location: At the foot of Fulford-Ganges Road, in Ganges
Date Built: 1912
Builder: Built for Mouat Bros. Co. Ltd.
Historical Notes: In 1907, Mrs. T. W. (Jane) Mouat and her son, Gilbert, purchased Malcolm
& Purvis' Store in Ganges, which soon became known as the Mouat Bros. Store. In 1912,
after a new store was built next door to the east, the original store was converted into a
Boarding House, operated by Mrs. Jane Mouat. During the 1930s, the Boarding House
was modified and expanded, and became known as the Ganges Inn (the building is now
gone).
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Source of Information: — Snapshots of Early Salt Spring, pp. 45 , 47, 51, 79-81, 88.

The Mouat Bros. Store in 1984.
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The 1912 Mouat Bros. Store still flourishes today, in its original location at the
Ganges wharf, under the name "Mouat's". Its external appearance has changed only
slightly since opening over 70 years ago.
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SALT SPRING
24
Location: On the Main Road in the heart of Ganges
Date Built: 1912
Builder: Unknown
Historical Notes: As mentioned above (SALT SPRING — 23), the Mouat family bought out
the Purvis and Malcolm general store in 1907 and, in turn, opened the Mouat Bros Store.
In about 1910 they also bought out the only other store in Ganges, Reid Bittancourt's.
In response to this lack of competition, H. W. Bullock, the Scott brothers (see SALT
SPRING — 12 ), and T. F. Speed incorporated the Salt Spring Island Trading Co., Ltd. in
1911. A store was built and went into business in 1912 The competition is said to have
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been keen but friendly.
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In business under the name "Gulf Island Trading Co., Ltd.", the store remains operi to
this day. Comparison with old photos reveals that the original wrap-around verandah has
been removed and that the building has been enlarged on both sides.
Sources of Information ; — Snapshots of Early Salt Spring, pp. 78, 82.
Margaret K. Cunningham, 1963. "Salt Spring Island Trading Co. Celebrates 50th Anni
versary." Gulf Islands Driftwood, May 16, p. 1.
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SALT SPRING — 25
Location: Fulford-Ganges Road, at the foot of Ganges Hill
Date Built: 1904
Builder: A. Reid Bittancourt and Robert Mason
Historical Notes: Work started on Sait Spring's stone creamery at the foot of Ganges Hill in
1903. Mr. Henry W. Bullock and Mr. W. E. Scott gave speeches of encouragement at a
cornerstone-laying ceremony. Reid Bittancourt, well known Sait Spring builder and
businessman, and Robert Mason of Victoria were awarded the building contract. The Salt
Spring Island Creamery opened in 1904 and for decades was an important factor in the
development of jersey herds, not only on Salt Spring, but throughout the Gulf Islands.
Peak production was reached in 1928 when output exceeded 140,000 pounds of butter,
and cream was being processed from 135 farms ! Gulf Island dairy farmers shipped their
cream to Ganges twice a week by boat or truck .
Facing declining milk production on the islands, in roughly 1955 the creamery's
facilities were expanded to include milk processing and the production of icecream. The
move only delayed the creamery ’s demise, however. Due to insufficient milk and cream
supply, it permanently dosed its doors in September, 1957.
If you look closely, the original stone creamery may still be seen behind several
contemporary-styled additions attached to the front. The building now houses a bakery.
Sources of Information:— Renny Englebert, 1949. "Sait Spring Island Has Modern Creamery." The Victoria Daily

The Gulf Island Trading Co . , Ltd. (1984 photo).
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The Salt Spring Island Creamery, in operation from 1904 to 1957;
now a bakery (1984 photo).

Colonist, October 2, p. 2 magazine section.
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jamesK. Nesbitt, 1957. "Famous Butter Passes Into History." The Victoria Daily Colonist,
Sept. 15, p. 20.
"Salt Spring Creamery to Close Sept. 30 After 60-Year Stand." Victoria Times , Sept . 6,
1957, p. 10.
Snapshots of Early Salt Spring, p. 75.

69

.

—

•

•

s

r1
WM

The Leonard Tolson House, "Fairacres" (1984 photo).

26
SALT SPRING
Location: Fulford-Ganges Road, opposite the Old Creamery in Ganges
Date Built: c . 1906
Builder: Built for Leonard Tolson
Historical Notes: At age 19, Leonard Tolson came from England in 1889 to join his eider
brother, Charles, on Salt Spring Island. Leonard bought "Tolson Ranch" from Charles in
1897, but sold it to a Mr. Ward in 1903, keeping three acres on the waterfront at the
bottom of Ganges Hill. (Tolson Ranch, on Jackson Road in Ganges, is still standing but
has been modified beyond recognition.)
Leonard Tolson, his wife and daughter (Nora) then went to Jersey (Channel Islands),
in 1906 to open a private school in Ganges. The Tolsons lived in a two-room
returned
but
cottage (now gone) while this house, "Fairacres", was being built. "Ganges Private
School", operated within the cottage, remained open until 1917. In that year, the Tolsons
moved to Victoria so that Leonard could teach at the University School and, later, at
St. Michaels.
The Tolsons rented out "Fairacres" until it was finally sold in 1942, the year before
Leonard Tolson's death. He is buried in St. Mark's Anglican Cemetery on the island.
Except for the new second-storey dormer, indicating development in the attic, the
external appearance of the Leonard Tolson House has changed little in nearly 80 years.
The large red and white dwelling, with distinctive log porch posts and three brick
chimneys, remains in remarkably good condition.
Sources of Information;— Mrs. Nora Nixon, Leonard Tolson's daughter.
Times Past, pp. 45-48.
Snapshots of Early Salt Spring, p. 62.
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27
Location: Fulford-Ganges Road, opposite the RCMP Station
Date Built: 1914
Builder: John Brown
Historical Notes: After Dr Lionel Beech opened a medical practice on Salt Spring, he
initiated a campaign for a hospital. Dr. Beech donated a site on Ganges Hill and was.
backed in his drive for funds by the newly formed Sunshine Guild. As a result, Salt
Spring's first hospital, which had six beds, was opened in May, 1914, and christened Lady
Minto Hospital, after the wife of the Governor-General of Canada, the Earl of Minto.
In 1936 this little hospital was enlarged to 18-bed capacity The hospital remained in
operation until the new, more spacious Lady Minto Hospital was built on Lower Ganges
Road in 1958.
Thereafter, "the white house on Ganges hill" acquired other uses. The Gulf islands
School Board obtained the property and established a dormitory in the building for
students from the outer islands attending high school on Salt Spring during the week.
Since c. 1975 the Salt Spring Island Community Society has operated the Community
Centre in the building. A major renovation of the interior began in 1981, designed by Salt
Spring architect HankShubart, to improve the efficiency of the building (while preserving
its heritage value), and to provide for more effective use of its large floor area. A small
grant from the B.C. Heritage Trust, earmarked for work in the foundation, helped
facilitate the project.
Th£Community Society oversees the provision of a myriad of community services at
the centre, from family counselling and women's programs to a program for handicapped
adults and assistance to seniors and teenagers.
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The Old Lady Minto Hospital, now the Salt Spring island
Community Centre ( 1984 photo).

Sources of Information:— Bea Hamilton, 1969. Salt Spring Island, pp. 154- 156.
— Bill Webster, 1984. "Centre helps many islanders in many ways." Culf Islands Drift
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wood, March 7, p. 11 .
— B.C. Heritage Trust. 1982 / 1983 Annual Report, p. 22.
— Marg Simons, acting administrator of the Community Society.
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SALT SPRING — 30
Location: Cusheon Lake Road, on Cusheon Lake
Date Built: 1890
Builder: Mr. F. M. Phillips
Historical Notes: In the 1890s Charles and John Tolson bought Phillips' small log house and
used it as a fishing cabin on Cusheon Lake. When the Tolsons owned the cabin, it stood in
a sunny clearing (see Snapshots of Early Salt Spring, p. 29), but rapid forest succession led
the subsequent owner, Herbert Shade, to name the place Shady Acres, or so the story

*

goes!

According to an account in Times Past, shortly after its construction, the crew of
H.M. S. Acorn used the cabin for shelter on a fishing trip to Cusheon Lake. When two
sailors were throwing firewood, they accidently hit and killed their dog named "Jo". A
wooden cross was made to mark Jo's grave near the cabin. Present owner Mr. Walter
Simpson has inspected the cross still marking the spot and is confident that it is original,
tteing made of durable teak.
The cabin itself is still in use. Its foundation has been renewed, a window modified
(as illustrated), and two modest additions attached.

!!«:»

Sources of Information :

An early photo (c. 1910) of the Phillips' Cabin
(courtesy Mr. Walter Simpson).
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of Early Salt Spring, pp. 29, 97.
—— Snapshots
Mr. Walter Simpson, present owner.
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— Times Past, pp. 35-36.
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The Phillips' Cabin in 1984.

Jo's grave marker, still in place (1984 photo).
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SALT SPRING — 31
Location: Blackburn Road
Date Built: c. 1911
Builder: Reid or Estalon Bittancourt( ?) for Allan Blackburn
Historical Notes: Allan Blackburn, a Scotsman from Skye, had this grand residence built
(possibly by one of the Bittancourts) c. 1910 on his large acreage in the Divide area of Salt
Spring Island. The Blackburn House is 2 A storeys in height with roughly 3,000 sq. ft. per
floor, and has several striking features, including a semicircular apse and an attached
tower. Originally the house also contained a private Catholic chapel for the Blackburn
family.
Sometime after 1925 when Mr. Blackburn died*, his wife and son, Peter, left Salt
Spring, and the house was rented out. Eventually, the government took over the property
( late 1920s ?), extensively altered the interior, and operated rehabilitation programs in
the
building until after the Second World War. Subsequent owners, including the Vanderbyls
and Lutens, re-established the Holstein dairy operation which the Blackburns had begun.
The present owners, the Dharma Sara Satsang Society, have further remodelled the
interior, while tastefully renewing the exterior with only minor alterations.
Sources of Information:— Mrs. "Tony" Luten, owner from 1962 to 1979.
— Mrs. Mary Inglin, long-time local resident.
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East side of the Blackburn House c. 1948 (photo courtesy
Mr. and Mrs. E. Lacy).

* Allan Blackburn is buried in St. Paul's Catholic cemetery at Fulford Harbour.
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North side of the Blackburn House in 1984.
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The Dick Maxweil Farmhouse at the foot of Mt. Maxwell
(also known as Baynes Peak) (1984 photo).

32
SALT SPRING
Location: Burgoyne Bay Road
Date Built: c. 1898
Builder: Dick Maxwell
Historical Notes: According to Bea Hamilton, John Maxwell ( after whom Mt. Maxwell is
named) arrived on Salt Spring Island in 1860 and was the first settler to become a
registered landowner (1861). Successful in the California and Fraser Valley gold rushes,
the Irishman purchased hundreds of acres on Salt Spring and established a large cattle
and sheep ranch in the Burgoyne Valley. Around 1880, he also operated a post office in
his home near Burgoyne Bay before the official South Salt Spring P.O. was established at
Fulford Harbour.
The original farmhouse at Burgoyne Bay is now gone, but son Dick Maxwell's place,
which has a commanding view of the valley at the foot of Mt. Maxwell, has been very
well maintained over the years. A stone foundation has been added as well as one major
addition. Dick Maxwell's 1901 stone barn or root cellar across the road is also still in
use *.

Sources of Information:— Bea Hamilton, 1969. Salt Spring Island , pp. 40, 51-55.
— Robert Akerman, long-time Burgoyne resident.

* The house of another of lohn Maxwell's sons, David, is located at Fulford Harbour (not shown ).
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The Dick Maxwell Farmhouse overlooking the Burgoyne Valley
(1984 photo).
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Dick Maxwell's stone barn (1984 photo).
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SALT SPRING — 33
Location: Fulford-Ganges Road, in the Burgoyne Valley
Date Built: 1887
Builder: Charles Horel, Sr.
Historical Notes: According to Rev. E. F. Wilson's pamphlet, Salt Spring Island, British
Columbia, 1895* , in 1887 a "Union Church" was built in "The Valley", the intention
being that it be used by Methodists, Presbyterians, and Church of England members
alike. The Anglicans elected, however, to worship in the Valley schoolhouse and in 1894
erected a little church of their own at Fulford Harbour, called St. Mary's (see SALT
SPRING — 38). The Union Church is still in use today and is now known as the Burgoyne
United Church. Its small steeple has been removed.
Sources of Information:— Bea Hamilton, 1969, Salt Spring Island, pp. 62-64.
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— Snapshots of Early Salt Spring, p. 24 (photograph).

* Reprinted in Times Past, pp. 57-81.
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SALT SPRING — 34
Location: Fulford-Ganges Road, in the Burgoyne Valley
Date Built: c. 1880
Builder: Mr. Joseph Nightengale
Historical Notes: Joseph Nightengale and his wife Frances (nee Akerman) were among Salt
Spring's earliest settlers. A photograph in Bea Hamilton's book (p. 149) shows Jim Horel
and Joe Nightengale standing on springboards and using a crosscut saw to cut a large fir
on the Bullock property Joe also served as a road foreman on the island. In 1903, for
$150 to cover expenses, his crew built the road from Burgoyne Bay to Beaver Point, a
distance of 12 miles.
He was also a farmer. In about 1890, Nightengale brought the first threshing
machine to Salt Spring. A picture in Snapshots (p. 24) shows what the Nightengale farm
looked like c. 1890 (1895 ?) and also shows its close proximity to the "Union Church" (see
SALT SPRING — 33)
Other than the addition of a front porch and kitchen in the rear, the farmhouse has
changed little in appearance over its 100-plus years and is still occupied.
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Burgoyne United Church (1984 photo).
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Sources of Information:— Times Past, pp. 26-27.
— Snapshots of Early Salt Spring, pp. 24, 26.
— Bea Hamilton, Salt Spring Island, pp 71-72, 149.
— Robert Akerman, Frances Nightengale's nephew
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The Nightengale Farmhouse (1981 photo by Beth Hill).
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Akerman 's "Travellers' Rest" in 1970, while still occupied ( photo
courtesy Canadian Inventory of Historic Building).
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SALT SPRING — 35
location: Fulford-Ganges Road, in the Burgoyne Valley
Date Built: c. 1865
Builder: Joseph Akerman, Sr.
Historical Notes: Joseph Akerman, Sr. , an English market gardener who came to Victoria via
the California gold fields, bought land on Salt Springe. 1862. In May of 1863 he married
Martha Clay, a Leicestershire lady who had arrived on the "bride ship" Robert Lowe in
1862. They moved to Salt Spring in 1863 and built a log cabin (nowgone) in the Burgoyne
Valley. Two years later, Joseph and Martha built this much larger 2Vi storey dwelling
beside Fulford Creek , This log house, made with hand-hewn squared timbers, is pictured
in Bea Hamilton's book (p. 169). In the 1920 s the logs were covered with cedar shingles.
For some years the Akermans ran a store from part of their house and also opened their
home to paying guests, calling it "Travellers' Rest". Thus, it was the first inn on Salt Spring
Island.
A small log barn of about the same vintage, located behind the inn, has also
weathered the nearly 120 years well and is still in service.
Travellers' Rest ceased being used as an inn c. 1910 and was finally sold by the
Akermans in roughly 1927 to John French, a farmer. Robert Edward (Ted) Akerman, a
great grandson of Joseph, Sr., purchased the property in about . 1974 and continues to
farm the land.
Travellers' Rest, the oldest residence still standing in the Islands Trust Area, is
presently unoccupied and becoming somewhat overgrown, but is is still structurally
sound and continues to have good potential for restoration .
Sources of Information :--Robert Akerman, one of Joseph, Sr.'s grandsons .
— Bea Hamilton, 1969. Salt Spring Island, pp. 45-47, 169.
— Snapshots of Early Salt Spring, pp. 11, 43.
— Times Past, pp. 6- 7, 67, 70, 77.
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Akerman's "Travellers' Rest " in 1984

.

^

:

-

,

w ;

'

mmm
The Akerman log barn (1984 photo).
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Detail of the Akerman log barn, showing the
dove-tailed corners ( 1984 photo).
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SALT SPRING
36
Location: Fulford-Ganges Road, in the Burgoyne Vailey
Date Built: c . 1897
Builder: Jack Webb for George Edward (Ted) Akerman
Historical Notes: One of Joseph Akerman, Sr.'s sons, George Edward (Ted), had an attractive
frame home built for his famiiy-to-be in about 1897. in 1898 Ted married Ellen Gyves,
daughter of another early Salt Spring pioneer, Michael Gyves (see SALT SPRING — 37).
Ted Akerman was road foreman, fire ranger, and Justice of the Peace for over 45 years on
Salt Spring.
In 1916 the home's appearance was significantly altered by the construction of a
large two-storey addition attached to the front of the building. The home is still in the
Akerman family, now owned by Danny Akerman, one of Joseph Akerman, Sr.'s greatgrandsons, and is currently undergoing extensive renovations.
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— Robert Akerman, Teel Akerman’s son.

Sources of Information:

— Bea Hamilton, 1969. Sail Spring Island, p, 46,
— Snapshots of Early Salt Spring , p. 20.
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Front view of the Ted Akerman House in 1984.
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Original appearance of the fron! of ;ho Ted Akerman House c. 1905
( courtesy Robert M. Akerman).
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Side view of the Ted Akerman House, showing the two-storey addition
attached to the front of the original dwelling ( 1984 photo).
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The Gyves Farmhouse (1984 photo).
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SALT SPRING — 37
Location: Fulforcf-Ganges Road, in the Burgoyne Valley
Date Built: c. 1910
Builder: Jack Webb and Al Raines for Michael Gyves
Historical Notes: In 1864, fellow Irishman John Maxwell told Michael Gyves about the
abundant cheap land in the fertile valley of Burgoyne Bay. Gyves was impressed with the
extensive cedar forest there and took out a pre-emption on several hundred acres
bordering Fulford Creek. He combined logging and farming by bringing in cattle and
marketing cedar shakes and posts.
Michael Gyves married a young Cowichan Indian woman named Dow Wahkwia,
later called Mary Ann and known locally as "Granny Gyves". Together they cleared the
land and established a successful farm with a large orchard. One of their daughters, Mary
Gyves Brenton, still lives in the Gyves family farmhouse pictured here, the third dwelling
built on the property (the first two are gone). Before returning to Salt Spring in about 1916
to teach at the Burgoyne School, Mrs. Brenton's first teaching job was on Galiano Island.
She has lived on this property most of her life and celebrated her 90th birthday in 1984.
Apart from some interior renovations, the home has been changed little over the years.
Sources of Information:— Bea Hamilton, 1969. Salt Spring Island, pp. 54-56, 60.
— Robert Akerman.

— Mary Gyves Brenton. Spring, p. 66.
— Snapshots of Early Salt
: Burgoyne Valley her home for most of her life."
— Valerie Richards. "Mary, Gyves Brenton
25, 1981, pp. 18 19.
Gulf Islands Driftwood March
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SALT SPRING — 38

Location: Fuiford-Ganges Road near the head of Fulford Harbour
Date Built: 1894
Builder: Fred Raines, assisted by local volunteer labour, under the direction of Rev.
E. F. Wilson
Historical Notes: In about 1893 Rev. j. Belton Flaslem, who was the first resident Anglican
clergyman on Salt Spring Island, started a drive to raise funds to build a church at Fulford
and was able to purchase the necessary supplies. His successor, Rev. E. F. Wilson,
organized a bee on Easter Monday, 1894, to move the building materials from the beach
at Fulford up to the church site. A contract was given to Fred Raines to construct the
building. Less than three months later the little church, complete except for the tower,
was ready for the consecration service. It took place on June 3, 1894, Bishop Perrin from
Victoria presiding. The cost of St. Mary's Church, including seating, chancel fittings, and
organ, was $ 705. In 1944, to celebrate the Golden Julilee, a Lych gate was erected at the
entrance
This attractive church has been well-maintained over the years and is still in active
service.

.

.

Sources of Information:— Diamond Jubilee (1894-1954) booklet for St Mary's Church.
— Bea Hamilton, 1969. Salt Spring Island, pp. 117-118.
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St. Mary's Church in 1970, view from the Fulford side (photo courtesy
Canadian Inventory of Historic Building).
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St. Mary's Church, view from the rear (1984 photo).
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St. Paul's Roman Catholic Church on the day of its dedication,
May 10, 1885 (courtesy Mr. Robert Akerman).

SALT SPRING — 39
Location: Beaver Point Road, at the head of Fulford Harbour
Date Built: 1880
Builder: Fulford residents, including Wm. Naukana, Joseph and Ted Akerman, John King,
E. Bittancourt, John Pappenburger, Michael Gyves, Sr., Dick Purser, and
John Maxwell, under the direction of James Mahoney of Genoa Bay.
Historical Notes: In 1878, Roman Catholic missionary, Father Donckele, visited Salt Spring
Island and said the first Mass at Vesuvius in a private chapel in the home of the Bittancourt
family (see SALT SPRING — 13-15). Because of the difficulty of travel at the time, it was
decided to build a church at Fulford, where the majority of Catholics resided. St. Paul's
Church was erected in 1880 by members of the community. The windows, including a
stained-glass window, the door and bell were acquired from the "Butter Church", located
on the Cowichan Indian Reserve iji Duncan. Father Rondeault had built the Butter
Church from proceeds made by selling butter from his farm, hence the name. The
materials were transported in Indian canoes from Cowichan Bay to Burgoyne Bay and
then by stone boat drawn by a yoke of oxen to the present site at Fulford (Harbour. The
church was formally dedicated on May 10, 1885 by Bishop J. B. Brondel. Years later,
during a renovation project, the exterior clapboard siding and part of the interior were
faced with a form of imitation stone. Other than this alteration, St. Paul's has changed
little over the years and continues to serve the people of Salt Spring Island. Note the
attractive wooden steeple with shingled top, old bell, and metal cross. This is Salt Spring
Island's oldest church.

.
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Sources of Information:— St. Paul's Historical Committee, 1980. St Paul's 100 Year Celebration. 14 p pamphlet .
— Bea Hamilton, 1969 Salt Spring Island, pp. 59-62.
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St. Paul's in 1984.
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SALT SPRING — 40
Location: Beaver Point Road

Date Built: c. 1905
Builder: Fred Raines
Historical Notes: When originally built c. 1905, for Lizzy (nee Mollett) and Hudson Lee, the
"Hepburn House" was a small three-room house with a kitchen located in a rear lean-to
area. John Hepburn, who had made money as a businessman in the Klondike Gold Rush,
bought the place in about 1910. Initially Hepburn tried his luck at a "barge ferry service"
between Fulford Harbour and North Saanich, but it was not successful. Then more of his
50 acres were cleared and a successful Holstein dairy farm was developed. At first his
wife and children only visited Salt Spring for summer holidays while he bached there, but
in 1918 they all moved over from Victoria. Before a well was dug, the Hepburns hauled
their water by hand from a nearby stream to a pump at a water tower built behind the
house. Remains of a unique square concrete silo (built with a shake roof and wooden
interior supports, destroyed by fire in the early 1920s) are still clearly visible from the road
and have become a well-known landmark at the south-end of the island.
The contemporary photo shows that the house has been enlarged by adding rooms
upstairs and attaching a small addition to one side. The water tower has also been
covered and remains an attractive feature on the Hepburn property.
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An early photo (c . 1912) of the Hepburn House
(courtesy Mrs. Florence Hepburn).

Sources of Information:— Mrs. Mary Horel, the Hepburns' eldest daughter.
Mrs. Florence Hepburn, who married the Hepburns' son, Arthur, and still resides in the

—
home.
— Bea Hamilton, 1969. Salt Spring Island, p. 90.

— Snapshots of Early Salt Spring , p.22 .
— "Remains of cement silo now a landmark", Gulf Islands Driftwood, June 22, 1983,
p. 10.
— Lillian Horsdal, 1973, "Hepburns of Salt Spring", The Victoria Daily Colonist , March
11, pp. 10, 11, 15.
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The Hepburn House in 1984.
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The Tahouney Farmhouse (1981 photo by Beth Hill).
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SALT SPRING — 41
Location: Isabella Point Road
Date Built: c. 1920
Builder: joe Tahouney, Sr., and Joe Tahouney, Jr.
Historical Notes: The story of Hawaiian settlers (sometimes called "Kanakas" by others) on
Salt Spring Island seems to go back to c. 1835 or 1840 when the Hudson's Bay Co.
(H.B.C.) Factor James Douglas, while at the company'strading post at Honolulu Harbour,
hired two Sandwich Islanders to return with him to the Pacific Northwest. William
Naukana (believed to have been a grandson of King Kamehameha I) was hired as a guide
and Indian language interpreter and Paul Kahana as ship's cook. The men worked
together on the S.S. Beaver, at that time a sail-rigged paddlewheeler and the first
steamship on the Pacific Northwest coast (and later the namesake of Salt Spring's Beaver
Point).
After 10 years of service to Douglas and the H.B.C., Naukana returned to his
homeland, only to find that his land had been taken and converted into a sugar cane
plantation. Some time later (1853 ?), he and 17 other Hawaiians departed to settle on
San Juan Island. Following the boundary dispute and the ceding of San Juan Island to the
U.S., most of the Hawaiians resettled on Salt Spring and Portland Islands, and in Victoria.
In about 1872 William Naukana moved to Portland Island and built a large home. After
selling his Portland Island property to Sir Clive Phillips-Wolley in 1907, Naukana then
settled on Salt Spring's Isabella Point waterfront. He had been active in the Catholic
community at Fulford Harbour long before that, however. Records show that he helped
build St. Paul's Church in 1880, while living on nearby Portland Island. William Naukana
died on Salt Spring in 1909, aged 96, and was buried in St. Paul's cemetery. Descendents
still living on the island include members of the Harris and Roland families.
Other Hawaiians who settled at the south end of Salt Spring included Bill Haamea
(who owned Russell Island), the Peavines (see SALT SPRING 47), and the Kahanas.
Confusing as it may be, William Naukana's companion, Paul Kahana*, later changed his
surname to Tahouney. The Kahanas moved to Isabella Point directly from San Juan Island
c. 1872. They purchased 266 acres and developed a large mixed farm over the years.
W'hen Paul (Kahana) Tahouney passed away, he divided the farm between his son joe
Tahouney and daughters Mary Tahouney (later Mrs. William Lumley ) and Sophie
Tahouney (later Mrs. Henry Mundon). The original log Kahana (Tahouney) farmhouse
burned down c. 1920. This replacement dwelling, a two-storey frame house, was built
by Joe Tahouney, Sr., and his son, joe Tahouney, Jr., on the same site.
Apart from the asphalt roofing, the only external alterations to the Tahouney Farm
house (an addition in the rear and verandah facing the sea) appear to have been made
decades ago. Attractive red trim highlights the stained clapboard siding of the house,
which nicely fits the picturesque setting above Satellite Channel.

—

M

1
s
$

¬

M

Detail of the Tahouney Farmhouse, Satellite Channel
(1981 photo by Beth Hill).
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Sources of Information: Times Past, pp. 44 45.
Snapshots of Early Salt Spring, pp. 15, 18.
Bea Hamilton, 1969. Salt Spring Island, pp. 77-85, 129.
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Naukana.
— Paul Roland, grandson of William
, 1980. St. Paul's 100 Year Celebration (14 p. pamphlet).
— St. Paul's Historical Committeecolony
found in Canada." Honolulu Advertiser, June 29,
— Mary Cook, 1971. "Hawaiian
Section D.
— G. P. V. Akrigg and Helen B. Akrigg, 1975. British Columbia Chronicle
1778- 1846 , pp. 293-295.
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* Paul Kahana was mistakenly called Nawana by Bea Hamilton in Salt Spring Island !

SALT SPRING — 42
Location: Isabella Point Road, near Lumley Road
Date Built: c. 1920, or earlier
Builder: William Lumley, Jr.
Historical Notes: As mentioned above, Hawaiian Paul Kahana ("Kahana" was later changed
to "Tahouney") bequeathed some of his property at Isabella Point to one of his daughters,
Mary Tahouney. Mary was born on San Juan Island in 1864 and moved with her family to
Salt Spring Island in about 1872. Later, she married William Lumley, an Englishman, and
they lived on the old family farm at Isabella Point and raised 12 children. Their original
log house was destroyed by fire.
This dwelling was built by one of the Lumley sons, Bill Jr., for his own family, on the
original Kahana (Tahouney) property. Apart from several new windows, the original
appearance of the house has been maintained by subsequent owners, to the point of
finishing a small addition with matching clapboard siding.
Sources of Information:

of Early Salt Spring p. 18.
—— Snapshots
Hamilton, 1969. Salt Spring Island,
,

—

Bea

pp. 79-81, 129.

Paul Roland, former Isabella Point resident.
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The Lumley House (1984 photo).
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The Henry Ruckle Farmhouse (1984 photo).

IN

.
*•*

«

vt

43
SALT SPRING
Location: Beaver Point Road, in Ruckle Provincial Park
Date Built: c. 1876
Builder: Henry Ruckle
Historical Notes: In 1872 Henry Ruckle pre-empted his first 160-acre parcel at Beaver Point
and began developing a farm. By 1874, the bachelor had built a log cabin (now gone) and
cleared and fenced 30 acres of land. In 1877, five years after moving to Beaver Point,
Henry Ruckle married Ella Anna Christensen, a Norwegian-born widow with a young
son (Alfred) from her previous marriage. They had three more children— Daniel Henry,
Ella and Agnes.
In 1895, Rev. E. F. Wilson described the Ruckles' farming operation as follows:
"Mr. H. Ruckle owns 1,000 acres, of which about 40 are at present under cultivation. He
believes in mixed farming and has cattle, sheep, pigs, turkeys, and chickens. Last autumn
he thrashed 250 bushels of wheat, 100 bushels of oats, 200 bushels of peas, and put up
20 tons of hay, 60 tons of swedes (turnips), and six tons of potatoes . . . Mr. Ruckle has a
well grown orchard of about 600 trees." (In Times Past, pp 67-68.)
Prior to 1940 the Ruckles kept dairy cattle (Jerseys), but then switched to beef
(milking Short Horns) when the Salt Spring Creamery closed. Also, with the development
of Okanagan Valley fruit, the sale of Salt Spring apples and pears declined However, the
Ruckle Bartlet pears continued to be sold in Sidney until the Sidney cannery closed. The
last beef cattle were sold in 1975. The Ruckles also grew seed potatoes for the Ladner
potato growers. Gradually, the number of sheep increased, while the production of
potatoes decreased and only enough grain and hay were grown to supply feed for the
livestock. Horses were used for all the field work until the late 1940s. (From Times Past,
pp. 38-39.)
Henry Ruckle was involved in other activities on Salt Spring besides farming. He was
road foreman in the Beaver Point area from 1888 to 1892, built the original wharf at
Beaver Point (now gone), and was Beaver Point Postmaster from 1884 to 1885. Over the
years he also served as a trustee on the Beaver Point District School Board and as a
director of the Sait Spring Agriculture and Fruit Growers' Association.
Although no exact date has yet been obtained, the Henry Ruckle Farmhouse is
thought to have been built c. 1876. As the family grew, a small addition was attached to
the 11/2 -storey frame house. Numerous farm buildings of various ages (such as the old
original log forge) are clustered around the old farmhouse, which is currently unoc
cupied. The building has recently been structurally stabilized by the Heritage Con
servation Branch and is undergoing restoration. In 1974 the entire Ruckle farm, then
comprising 1,196 acres, was acquired by the Province of B.C. and Ruckle Provincial Park
created. Members of the Ruckle family still living on the property have a "tenancy-forlife" agreement with the government. Apart from the park headquarters (see SALT
SPRING — 46), none of the buildings are currently open to the public.
Sources of Information:— K. Pedlow, 1984. Ruckle Provincial Park — A Documentary History.
— Times Past, pp. 37-39, 67-68.
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— Snapshots of Early Salt Spring : An early photograph of the house and farm may be found
on page 20.
— Bea Hamilton, 1969. Salt Spring Island, pp. 93-94, ,96Sr-. 98.
— Gwen Ruckle, great-granddaughter of Henry Ruckle
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SALT SPRING — 44
Location: Beaver Point Road, in Ruckle Provincial Park
Date Built: c. 1907
Builder: Daniei Henry Ruckle
Historical Notes: Daniel Henry (Henry, Jr.) Ruckle was born in 1884 on Salt Spring, the
youngest of Henry and Ella Anna Ruckle's four children. He grew up at Beaver Point and
attended the local school (which opened in 1885). In 1908 Henry, Jr. married Mary (Polly)
Patterson, a young Scottish woman, and moved into this two-storey frame house which
Henry, Jr. had built on the family property. They had four children: Henry Gordon,
William Norman, Ella Anna (Nan), and Helen Agnes.
Henry, Jr. was also active in early Salt Spring community life. He was postmaster at
Beaver Point from 1909 to 1918, and also a member of the Beaver Point District School
Board, a Director of The Salt Spring Island Creamery Association, and a member of the
B.C. Egg and Poultry Cooperative Association.
One daughter, Nan, continues to reside in this substantial and well-maintained
Ruckle farmhouse. Its basic appearance has changed but little over the years. An outside
chimney has been added, the back porch enclosed, and the siding changed from dark
brown clapboard with cream-coloured trim to rose-coloured asbestos shingles.
Sources of Information:
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The Daniel Henry Ruckle Farmhouse (1984 photo).

— Nan Ruckle, daughter of Daniel Henry Ruckle.

K. Pedlow, 1984. Ruckle Provincial Park — A Documentary History .
— Snapshots
of Early Salt Springp. 86.
—
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SALT SPRING — 45
Location: Beaver Point Road, in Ruckle Provincial Park
Date Built: c. 1906
Builder: Alfred Ruckle and Charles Beddis
Historical Notes: Alfred Ruckle was born in 1877, the son of Elia Anna Christensen, a
widow. After his mother's marriage to Henry Ruckle in 1877, the family resided on
Henry's farm at Beaver Point. Although Alfred left to attend school in North Saanich, he
returned to Salt Spring when the Beaver Point School opened in 1885. In 1905 he married
Martha Helen Margison, a young Englishwoman, and built (with the help of Charles
Beddis) this 2 V2-storey residence for themselves on the family property c. 1906. The
Queen Anne style house contains beautiful examples of handcrafted woodwork in the
interior, including a staircase with a polished cherry bannister.
Alfred was active in the island agricultural community and served as a Director of the
Islands Agriculture and Fruit Growers Association from 1906 to 1908. Both Alfred and
Helen played the violin, and Alfred became very proficient at building them. He also
made furniture and developed an outstanding collection of firearms. The home was also
furnished with many handwoven rugs which Helen crafted with wool from their own
sheep.
(Henry) Gordon Ruckle, Alfred's nephew, and his wife Lotus and their daughter
Gwenali continue to live on and farm the Ruckle property, residing in this house built by
Alfred Ruckle. The house was changed remarkably little over the years and has become
one of Salt Spring's most well-known and admired heritage homes.
Sources of Information:— Gwen Ruckle, daughter of Henry Gordon and Lotus Ruckle.
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The Alfred Ruckle House in 1984.
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History.
— K. Pediow, 1984. Ruckle Provincial Park— A96Documentary
— Bea Hamilton, 1969. Salt Spring Island, pp. -97.
— Salt Spring Island Heritage Day Tour (July 2, 1983) brochure.
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The Alfred Ruckle House, as it appeared c. 1931
(photo courtesy Walter Simpson).
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SALT SPRING
46
Location: Beaver Point Road, in Ruckle Provincial Park
Date Built: c. 1938
Builder: William Norman Ruckle, with the help of his brother, Gordon, and father, Henry
Ruckle, Jr.
Historical Notes: William Norman Ruckle, born in 1911, was the second son of Daniel
Henry and Polly Ruckle. He spent most of his life farming at Beaver Point and died at the
early age of 42.
The "Norman Ruckle House" is the most recent of the four dwellings built by various
members of the Ruckle family and still standing in the park. Although not as old as Salt
Spring's other heritage houses, it is included here because of its prominent location and
place in the history of the Ruckle family and the Beaver Point area. It was constructed over
a period of time in the late 1930s for Norman's wedding. The weddingdid not take place,
however, and the house has never been occupied! The Ruckle family stored their potato
crops in this building for several decades! The interior has been extensively modernized
and the house is now used as the headquarters for Ruckle Provincial Park.
Sources of Information:— Nan Ruckle, Norman's sister.
— Gwen Ruckle, Norman's niece.
— K. Pedlow, 1984. Ruckle Provincial Park — A Documentary History.

I

met

A

A

is

mmmmm

i

liSii

The Norman Ruckle House (1982 photo by P. Mitchell).
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Location: Beaver Point Road, in Ruckle Provincial Park
Date Built: c . 1890
Builder: Probably John Peavine Kahon
¬
Historical Notes: In 1883 John Peavine Kahon, a "Kanaka" (of Hawaiian ancestry), pre
The
.
Park
Provincial
Ruckle
of
empted 160 acres in what is now the southwestern comer
land was Crown granted to him in 1887. According to the Ruckles, the log cabin still in
use there, built with round logs with dove-tailed corners, was the second dwelling built
by the Kahon family, known locally as the Peavines or Pevines. In 1892 the property was
conveyed to Benjamin Dobson, who sold it to Henry Ruckle, Sr. in 1893. The Ruckle
family never resided in the dwelling themselves but have rented it out to various
individuals over the years. For example, the house was occupied by the Symons family
when Mr. Kyle Symons was the teacher at the Beaver Point school for several years around
1910. The dwelling has been occupied for some time now by the present tenant
Over the years, a lean-to, verandah, and chimney have been added to the "Peavine
House". Presently the foundation and several logs are in need of repair. This heritage
building is well hidden from view along Beaver Point Road. Although within the park, it is
still occupied and not open to the public.
Sources of Information : — Times Past, pp. 32- 33 .
— Gwen Ruckle, great-granddaughter of Henry Ruckle, Sr.
— K. Pedlow, 1984 . Ruckle Provincial Park — A Documentary History.
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The Peavine House c. 1900 (photo courtesy
the Salt Spring Community Arts Council).
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The Peavine House in 1984.
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Location: Beaver Point Road, in Beaver Point Provincial Park
Date Built: 1885
Builder: Samuel Beddis, assisted by his sons, Henry and Charles
Historical Notes: Beaver Point School, built by Samuel Beddis, was officially opened on
September 30, 1885. The one-room schoolhouse served eight grades. When it closed 66
years later in July, 1951, it was said to be the longest continuously used school in B.C. It
was eventually closed after the Consolidated School at Ganges became the only school
on Salt Spring Island. Soon after, the school site itself was added to Beaver Point
Provincial Park, established in 1949 on the bulk of the original 40 acres donated by
pioneers Harry Spikerman and Theodore Trage for school use.
Beaver Point School was re-opened and again used as a school (for pre-school
classes) in the fall of 1979. Also in 1979, the B.C. Heritage Trust provided a grant towards
the stabilization and restoration of the building, neglected for 28 years. Renovations
which were carried out in 1980 included replacement of the foundation, installation of a
new cedar skirt, re-roofing with cedar shakes, re-hanging all doors and windows, and re¬
painting the exterior "railroad red", its original colour. The cloak room and masonry flue
were also rebuilt and steps and a new deck installed. Most of the work was done by local
volunteer labour under the direction of Roger Donnelly, based on plans drawn up by Salt
Spring architect Jonathan Yardley (also chairman of the Beaver Point Park Board), who co
ordinated the project with the Heritage Conservation Branch.
Above the school's blackboard are the words:
"To commemorate our pioneers: from diverse corners of the earth they came.
With naught but their strength and these tools they created out of a wilderness a
heritage."
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The Beaver Point School (1984 photo).
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Sources of information: Salt Spring Island Heritage Day Tour (July 2, 1983) brochure.
— Kerry Doyte Chalmers, 1983. "Journey back to the little red schoolhouse." B.C. Culf
ways (June 22), Volume I (3): 1 2
— Snapshots of Early Salt Spring, p. 64.
— Heritage West, Winter 1979— 80, Volume IV (1): 9.
— Jonathan YardJey, Sait Spring architect.
-"Salt Spring Celebrates First School." The Daily Colonist, Nov. 3, 1935.
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-The Douglas McLennan House (1984 photo).

SALT SPRING — 49
Location: Beaver Point Road at McLennan Drive
Date Built: 1911
Builder: Mr. Builman, a local builder and sawmill operator, for Douglas McLennan
r
Historical Notes: At the encouragement of Henry Ruckle, Elizabeth and Alexande
Two
Point
Beaver
near
farm
a
ed
establish
and
McLennan moved to Salt Spring in 1880
one
small log cabins were on the property and the McLennans consolidated them into
and
d
constructe
were
additions
years
the
Over
.
house
first
their
form
building to
Beaver
attended
children
eventually the house grew to nine rooms. All eight McLennan
to
Point School, which opened in 1885. By 1895, the McLennan farm had grown
fruit
and
poultry
,
farming
mixed
.
Besides
n
cultivatio
410 acres, with about 17 acres in
were also produced. Alex McLennan also served the community as postmaster at Beaver
Point (1886-1908), Justice of the Peace, and secretary to the school board.
Although the original McLennan farmhouse is now gone, this dwelling was built for
has been
their eldest son, Douglas, nearby on the McLennan homestead. The house
a
attached
also
who
,
Yardley
rehabilitated by the present owner, architect Jonathan
and
kitchen
new
a
into
window
bay
a
,
enlarged
rear
greenhouse and small addition at the
stone
dining area, and added a low deck. A basement was also developed and faced with
)
specially
(
was
x
inches
when the foundation was rebuilt "Double bullnose" siding 1 6
original in
milled for the renovation work so that the small additions would match the
appearance.
, . 94-96.
Sources of Information:— Bea Hamilton, 1%9. Salt Spring Island pp
Past, pp. 67, 68.
— Times
, 38, 86.
— Snapshots of Early Salt Spring, pp 13Park
Provincial
Ruckle
.
,
1984
— A Documentary History.
Pedlow
.
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owner
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Yardley
present
— Jonathan
. The Daily Colonist, Sept. 30,
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Beiford, 1979. "The McLennan Story "
— Margaret
pp. 12-13 .
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